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The Boyup Brook Country Music Muster is to be held on

The Boyup Br0°k Cou ntry Thursday 13th, Friday 14th, Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th
M usic M uster February in Boyup Brook, the premier country music
destination in Western Australia, with three days of non-stop

Celebratln U entertainment at the Music Park, with great food and drink,
Giant Bubbl8 -r_(.. and plenty of family fun.

An extra showcase is to be held on Thursday 13" February
with a special ticketed Family Variety Concert starting at
5:45pm at the Hockey Oval. Artists include Terry Bennetts,
Sue Munns, Warwick Trant, Mel and Susie, Bill Gordon,
Katelyn Lansdell, Simone, Kevin and Tyson Lansdell, Keith
Cobber Lethbridge, and Lee Forster.

The festival offers a great long weekend of entertainment,
with camping options available for those who want to fully
immerse themselves in this celebration of 'all things country'.

From live concerts to a street carnival with buskers and
markets and children's activities, as well as a Ute and Truck
muster, there is plenty for all ages to enjoy at this fun and
friendly festival.

The main performances are held in Music Park, a beautiful
outdoor venue set on the picturesque and shaded banks of the
Blackwood River and within walking distance of the town
centre where the street carnival is held.

A small taste of artists who will be performing;

— Amber Lawrence a six times Golden Guitar winner and
f—i dual ARTA nominee, Amber Lawrence is one of Australian's
e most celebrated and hardest working country artists. Entering

the 20th year of her career sees Amber solidify her spot as a
IR much-loved entertainer for all ages... Continued on back page

THE 12 ROSE STREET BRIDGRETOWN
T FF . Call Rob on 9761 4725
e: info@rightstuff.au
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For Landholders

Ride On’s - Fire Fighting Pumps and large Slasher’s that deliver




Bailiwick Legal.
BRIDGETOWN

REGIOMNAL LEGAL HOT DESK

Boillwick Legal is a commercial low firm
specialising in agriculture and tourism.

Meet us at the Bridgetown CRC
9.30am - 3.30pm

The Puzzle Man

Anthony, ‘Alec,” Baxter, pictured above, became a resident
of the Geegeelup Aged Care Facility around two years ago
and now resides in a room alongside Molly Baxter, his wife,
who has now been in the facility for around five years.

Since arriving at the hostel Alec quickly became known
s e " as the puzzle man. There is no puzzle Alec won’t solve.
visit bailiwicklegal.com.au/regional-hot-desk Some of the puzzles he has completed are then framed as

or scan for upcoming daotes art works for the hostel.

“In my working life I worked as an electrical fitter, a trade
where problem solving was a must, a job where different
: 1 : e colour wires have a purpose, having an eye for detail was

emall effice@balliwicklegal.com.ou or an absolute requirement, all these working skills I have are
eall 9321 5481 for a free 20=-minute consull maintained by doing the PUZ21€S.” Alec CXplaiIlS.

Alec walked me down to his room, where on the outside
there is a glass display case where the resident’s interests are
on display, in Alec’s case there are wooden models.

“T also build models, I have made two clocks, a couple of
model trains, a cannon and I have a working steel ball roll
a coaster in the common room, it has been played with so
— | much it now needs to be repaired.”

Alec showed me his puzzle table with a pile of jigsaws
still in boxes.

. “Mostly though, I always have a puzzle on the go,
Hampton Partners has been serving the local puzzles are donated or gifted to residents, and as you can
see, | have a lot to go on with.”

Jigsaw puzzles are a wonderful pass time for the
more than 35 years. residents, not only keeping them occupied but also helping
to maintain their motor and visual coordination skills.

. . . Alec is enjoying his time in the hostel, being near his
Taxation - Business Services - SMSF’s wife again is pleasing, and he has found a purpose now
Estate & Succession Planning being known as the Facility’s ‘Puzzle Man.’

Kylie Larsen and the therapy team at Geegeelup Village
Hostel work hard to keep the residents engaged with life,
Alex has benefited from their stockpile of puzzles that are

C P ;"_\1[ @ waiting to be solved.
[ SHIFTIT
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Repair, Reuse, Reimagine:
Volunteers Wanted for Shire’s Repair Café

Transition Bridgetown, in partnership with the Shire
of Bridgetown—Greenbushes and with support from the
Waste Authority, is launching a Repair Café in the Shire.
This initiative aims to help the community extend the life
of their belongings, reduce waste sent to landfill, and create
opportunities for skill-sharing and local connection.

What is a Repair Café?

Repair Cafés are part of a global movement where skilled
local volunteers assist community members in repairing
items they might otherwise discard due to lack of know-how.

How does it work?

Community members are encouraged to bring items they
believe can be repaired. Volunteer repairers will assess each
item to determine if it can be fixed and, if possible, carry out
the repair. Owners of the items are invited to enjoy a cup of
tea, engage with the repairers, and have the opportunity to
learn new skills or build connections. Please note, this is not
a drop-off service.

Which items are proposed to be repaired?

The aim is to repair small items such as children’s toys,
torn or damaged clothing (excluding alterations), small
furniture pieces, bicycles, garden tools, and, depending
on volunteer expertise, low-voltage electrical items with
removable batteries or AC adapters. This list may evolve
based on the skills of our volunteers and the types of items
the community brings in.

The goal is not to compete with existing local businesses
but to give a second life to items that would otherwise be
discarded.

How can I get involved as a volunteer?

We are seeking volunteers to support this initiative by
giving their time at one, some, or all of our bimonthly events,

E:jelliottjj3@bigpond:com
‘DomesticH | Industriall

held on Saturday mornings from 10 am to 2 pm.

Volunteers are the heart of this project, so if you’re
skilled at repairs, a handy individual, or have expertise
you’d like to share, we’d love your help. Additionally,
we’re looking for people to assist with setup, preparing
tea and coffee, answering inquiries, and more.

If you’re interested in being a part of this exciting
initiative, please email Transition Bridgetown at
transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com or collect an
expression of interest form from the Shire Administration
Office in Bridgetown.

When will the Repair Café’s be and where?

The Repair Cafés are planned to be held at the Shire’s
Lesser Hall in Bridgetown, with the possibility of hosting
an event in Greenbushes currently under investigation.
Proposed event dates are March 8th, May 3rd, July 12th,
September 13th, and November 29th.

Keep an eye out for posters around both townships
and updates on social media in February, where we’ll be
promoting the March event and sharing more details.

LISTINGS WANTED!

ARE YOU LOOKING TO SELL YOUR PROPERTY?

Look no further, Blackwood Valley Real Estate have got you covered!

Our sales representatives have a wealth of experience selling properties in the South West area.
You can rest assured they will represent you with the utmost professionalism, offering a smooth,
seamless and supported selling experience. Call any of our sales representatives for a free market
appraisal on your property, and to see how they can assist you with your real estate needs.

-

John Pitman
D420 882 224

Donna Read
0456 514 972

Zara Hart
D408 306 076

Anne Bartz
D42T 175 966

Dean Mountford
D427 472 612

(08) 9761 2722
sales@blackwoodvalley.com
www.blackwoodvalleyrealestate.com

107 Hampton Street, Bridgetown WA 6255
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Meeting with the Nationals’
Candidate

Bevan Eatts is the Nationals’ Lower House Candidate for
the Warren Blackwood electorate, which is made up of the
Shires of Denmark, Manjimup, Bridgetown-Greenbushes,
Nannup, Augusta-Margaret River and Boyup Brook.

Bevan is a third-generation farmer on ‘Morning Glory
Farm’, a farm which he operates alongside his wife Vicki
and with his son Ewan who has come back to the farm
after Agricultural collage. The farm is situated south east of
Donnelly River.

The farm operates as a mixed enterprise, where they run
beef cattle, have sheep for wool production, fat lambs and
grow cauliflowers and potatoes. They also own and manage the
Pemberton newsagency and post office.

Yes, he is a busy man and thrives on the challenge of
running a successful family business.

Some of work Bevan has been involved with in the
community are as follows; he was the inaugural Chair of the
Southern Forest Food Council, President of the Manjimup
Chamber of Commerce and Chair of the Western Australian
Water Users Coalition.

Bevan joined the Nationals in 2016 and previously ran
unsuccessfully on the Upper House ticket in third position as a
Candidate in 2017.

Bevan explains the difference he would like to make, “I’'m
passionate about the regional community in which I live and T
want to make change for the better. I will not be making any
outlandish promises, the one main ideal I have is to listen to
the concerns of those in the communities which I will represent
and act on their behalf... Continued page 8

Puddletown

Toys & Children’s Wear
Lawralyn Lovelle

119 Hampton Street,
Bridgetown W.A. 6255

Tel: (08) 9761 1811

e: puddletown@westnet.com.au
www.puddletown.com.au
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Bridgetown Historical Society

As mentioned in the last post from BHS, we are presenting |
talks for our members on historical events. These talks are i
open to the public as well. '

Simon Walker presented the first of these and we learnt
about cartography and viewed some of his collection of maps.

Clovers General Store &
(]
el e Clovers Liquor Store
Penny Walker, Simon’s wife, will be the next presenter. She
will tell the story of the final voyage of the HMS Guardian.

‘HMS Guardian left Spithead ahead of the second fleet Clovers General Store

carrying essential supplies to the fledgling colony in Botany - - .
Bay. She stopped off in Cape Town to top up on fresh food 7 Days 7am 7pm Tel: 97611233
and acquire some livestock and then continued on. Just 400 [ MeETeEXeT M [/ \VA Ter-] WoT {eTe [Vof=1)

Gourmet Cheese, Honey's, Jam's,

nautical miles south of the Cape, on a calm but foggy day, she
hit an iceberg and was catastrophically damaged. Despite a X X X

mutiny by some of the crew who took to the boats, the eight e{ETel I @(e]a o [To TN =M (VIS R Te N 53 Tg 1 d o] R=R (AW
weeks that followed illustrate the bravery of those left on :

board, many of them convicts. The audacious seamanship As w'e” as s.taple g'rocery items
of her young Captain, Lieutenant Edward Riou, brought her including Fruit & Veg

back to the cape with no further loss of life. _
Life at sea can be grim at times and exhilarating at others, | Clovers |_|q uor Store:
a bit like Test Cricket really.
Saturday 15 March at 11.00 at the BHS office, 5 Civic Monday-Saturdays 10am-7pm
Lane, is the time and place. The Police Station Museum is Tel: 97612017
fi ° g
(1)8_6610 _1.0602; Huge selection of LOCAL WINES of
well, so you the SOUTHWEST & GREAT SOUTHERN
§ could  have Plus many more Australian
26 history 1o & New Zealand Wines
N Plus LOCAL CRAFT BEERS & CIDERS

Bridgetown. .
M o r e Plus! Great selection of WHISKIES & GINS

RECUEREE Corner Steere St &

or queries [ .
Ty Gifford Rd Bridgetown
704 . Lee

Wittenoom

Your Local
Lifestyle, Rural
and Residential
Team that you

can

Kaz Pinke

19761 1566
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LITHIUM

Craig's Corner ;
With Craig Dawson

Kicking Off 2025

It's hard to believe we're already in February - 2025 is well and truly in full swing. A big thank you to
everyone who worked through the holiday period, especially on Christmas Day, and to the family
and friends who supported them. The contributions of frontline workers in industries like
hospitality, healthcare, and mining are truly indispensable.

The Greenbushes Lithium Operation (Site, Mine) supplies more than 20% of the world's lithium
mineral concentrate, making it the most significant lithium deposit globally. Maintaining 24/7
production is critical to supporting the pace of global decarbonisation efforts.

This year will be an exciting one for Talison as we continue to expand. We are dedicated to
working with the community on shared challenges and exploring the impacts and opportunities
connected with the Mine.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2024 Community Perception Survey. The results will
be shared soon, and your feedback will guide Talison Lithium Pty Ltd's (Talison, Company)
engagement activities moving forward.

Wishing everyone a safe, productive, and impactful year ahead!

2024 Community Investment Summary
In 2024, Talison Lithium invested over $7.45 million (M) in supporting more than 115 local non-profit
community groups and organisations. Key contributions included $1.7M for an inclusive
playground in Boyup Brook, and $2.25M to the Shire of Bridgetown Greenbushes for community
projects, such as:

e a Pump Track at the Greenbushes Youth Precinct;
resurfacing of hard courts and installation of a dividing fence at the Greenbushes Sports
Complex;
fit-out of the new Visitor Centre at Bridgetown Railway Station;
installation of solar panels and batteries at the Bridgetown Leisure Centre, Library, and Civic
Centre; and
installation of air conditioning and audio visual (AV) equipment at the Bridgetown Town Hall.

Talison staff also contributed to a community landscaping project for the Greenbushes youth
precinct.

Additionally, $714,000 was provided to rebuild the Bridgetown Golf Club clubhouse, which was
destroyed in the 2022 Bridgetown bushfire. Talison continued its strong partnership with
Blackwood Youth Action Group (BYA), donating $200,000 annually to support youth mental health
programs and services across the Warren Blackwood region.

I am incredibly proud of the impact this funding is making in the region and look forward to seeing
what we can achieve with the community in 2025.

FOR & BETTER FUTURE

TALISONLITHIUM.COM O
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Farewell to Talison’s 2024 Trainees

After nearly 12 months of learning and growth on-Site, nine (9) talented trainees are ready to take
the next step in their careers. Completing their journey with nationally recognised qualifications,
they leave Talison with lifelong skills and valuable insights into the mining sector.

Some trainees are continuing with Talison, while others are pursuing university studies.

There were many farewell events, including a lunch that | was pleased to attend, where | took the
opportunity to ask each trainee to reflect on their journey. Common feedback highlighted the
supportive team environment as a standout aspect of their time with Talison. | was also proud to
present each trainee with a certificate and a small gift to thank them for their efforts throughout
the year.

Other farewells included one at the Greenbushes Discovery Centre, where trainees expressed their
appreciation for volunteer Lyn Perks, who dedicated significant time throughout the year to
support them. Spending two (2) hours every Friday at the Discovery Centre under Lyn’s guidance
helped the trainees strengthen community ties and deepen their connection to local history.

The Laboratory team bid a warm goodbye to trainees Emily and Logan with a BBQ and presented
each with personalised lab coats, along with a cake baked by the very talented Stella lacopetta.

Presenting the 2024 Trainees with their certificates at their farewell lunch. Lyn Perks with Talison Trainees (Left to Right) Sophie,

. . Crystal, Emily, and Logan.
Mobile Coverage Improvement Project Completed

After recently completing a mobile phone coverage
improvement project at Old Mill Camp in North Greenbushes,
the Talison IST team has reached another milestone in
improving on-Site mobile phone coverage with the
successful deployment of the Cell On Wheels (COW) near
Chemical Grade Plant #3 (CGP3). This project marks a
significant step forward in supporting the availability of fast,
reliable and strong mobile phone service coverage for both
the Site and the surrounding community.
Driven by feedback from CGP3 construction crews, the wider
workforce, and the community regarding coverage
concerns, the IST team developed an innovative and highly ~ ) - - o
Talison’s Chief Information Officer Chris Milford

cost-effective solution to address the issue. Well done to all inspecting the speeds from the COW with
involved Matthew Blacklow, Manager IST Infrastructure.

FOR & BETTER FUTURE

TALISONLITHIUM.COM (i)
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Timley

Reminder
Chad  Southcott,
West  Coast  Poly -
Tanks, and Josh
Kennedy, former
Eagles legend and
West  Coast  Poly

Brand  Ambassador,
visited The Right
Stuff in Bridgetown
to promote West Coast
Poly and in particular,
the firefighting units
they now provide.

For those of us that
live in and around the
Bridgetown area we
are well aware of the
risks and devastation a
bushfire can bring.

Sadly, some fires are
deliberately lit, and some
are caused by accident,
however a substantial
number of fires are also due to lightning strikes.

In our community we can take the following steps to help reduce the risks:

Teach our kids the risks and explain the dangers of playing with fire.

Ensure we all understand about Total Fire Bans and Harvest & Vehicle movement
Bans. If you register with the Shire on 9761 0800, they will text you when these bans
are coming into effect.

Have a fire plan in place — stay and protect or leave before it is too late.

If you choose to stay and protect, then you will need your own water supply as
scheme water may not be available in a fire, as well as a pump, hoses, and of course,
personal protective equipment (PPE).

If you have a water tank and pump, another protective option is to install a roof-top
sprinkler system to protect your house from ember attack.

Chris & Dariel Hodgins, Freshwater Irrigation
Rob Gray, The Right Stuff
Josh Kennedy, West Coast Poly Brand
Ambassador and AFL legend

Meeting with
the Nationals’
Candidate

Continued  from  page
4.“I would like to see
the Royalties for Regions
funding return in its
entirety. This policy took
a percentage of the State’s
mining  royalties,  and
returned that to regional
areas with investment in
projects, infrastructure and
services. This one policy
really made a difference
to the lives of those living
in the regions, as it created
long-term growth within our
regional communities.

“Stamp duty relief for
first time home buyers,
support for small business
owners and  protecting
personal and property rights
are other main areas of
concern.

“Living and running
a family business in our
community gives me a
detailed insight in to how
I can make a difference
with creating more vibrant
communities, that will be of
benefit to all those living in
the Blackwood Electorate.”

WHAT ARE YOUR NEW YEAR GOALS?

Are you ready to kickstart your 2025 real estate
journey? The current market is buzzing with buyers
looking for homes just like yours. Listing with me
means that you’ll have a dedicated partner by your
side - one who knows the area, understands your
needs and works hard to get results. Let’s make
this the year you kick your real estate goals! Give
me a call today and let's chat real estate!

0421477 818

Level 1, 100 Havelock Street, Perth WA 6005
PO BOX 1171, Bridgetown WA 6255
alison@alisonrutteninrealestate.com

sy Current

listin g Ll 'E&ir -i;*_ f O @alisonrutteninrealestate
Ko 27 e

eXp Australia PTY LTD t/a eXp Realty - License No. RA78459
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ADVERTISEMENT
WORKING HARD FOR WARREN-BLACKWOOD

Delivering for Bridgetown

e Created a STEM classroom and
refurbished the toilets at
Bridgetown Senior High School

e $200,000 for the Bridgetown
and Greenbushes Railways
Station revitalisation project

e $77,043 to Bridgetown Manjimup
Chiropractic for an accessibility
ramp and new treatment tables

e Funded irrigation and sub soil
drainage improvements, LED
lighting, cricket pitch, nets and
storage shed at the Bridgetown
Sports ground

e $100,000 towards the verandah
and main roof replacement at
the Freemason's Hotel

e $700,000 for a new clubhouse
at the Bridgetown Golf Club

e $129,690 to install a heat pump
at the Swimming Pool

* $38,835 to Blackwood
Environment Society for a new,
expanded native nursery space

e $20,764 to Ashbil Community
Garden to upgrade reticulation,
fencing and security

¢ $100,000 to St Brigid's Catholic
Primary School to upgrade the
sports court

Jane Kelsbie MLA

MEMBER FOR WARREN-BLACKWOOD

e $179,132 to Geegeelup Village Inc
to undertake site work and a
feasibility study to facilitate
additional residential care

* $100,000 to South West Hops to
expand the size of the existing
hop farming operation

e $35,953 to Karma Llama Records
to create a licensed bar

* $88,511 to Blues at Bridgetown to
purchase toilets for the festival

e $94,420 to Blackwood Chamber
of Commerce and Industry to
upskill local businesses

¢ $90,949 to W.A. Bush Fire
Museum and Heritage Group to
construct a shed

¢ $18,960 to Bridgetown Hub to
develop engineering plans,
drawings and a project plan

¢ $100,000 to Bridgetown
Greenbushes Tourism
Association for interactive
activities and rotational exhibits

e $49,927 to Bridgetown Historical
Society to install interpretive
panels and perform renovations

¢ Building repairs and upgrades at
the Bridgetown Repertory Club

e Plus much more!

9848 3171
E Jane.Kelsbie@mp.wa.gov.au
] Jane Kelsbie Warren Blackwood

Authorised by | Kelshie 5/78 Strickland St, Denmark WA 6333.

33rd year...The Mailbag February 4th 2025 Page 9



FISHERS
TYRE CENTRE

STEVE FISHER
Your Local Jndependent Tyre Dearler”
LICENSED REPAIRER MRB 1084

9761 1184

ALL BRANDS OF TYRES + WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & BALANCING ® MUFFLERS

7

—

TRUCK & CAR TYRE REPAIRS ® SUPERCHARGE BATTERIES
OPPOSITE THE FIRE STATION
UNIT 6~7, 168 HAMPTON STREET e BRIDGETOWN

® 11 Tonne capable slip + tilt

e Machinery movement
up to 11 tonne

e Farm cleanup -
conditions apply

o Sale of sea containers
- 1trip - near new

® Sea container movement

Tt
e Sea container Hire

Mob: 0410 026 072 and Storage
e: blackwoodheavytilt@gmail.com

SN |
GARNIS—
AUVTOELECTRIC
& AIRCONDITIONING
MOBILE SERVICE AND REPAIR

David & Sherylyn Gawel
Ph: 0400 226 721

MRB 4162 AU29953

BLAckwoop
Heavy

Servicing Bridgetown
and the Southwest

@  BLACKWOOD WELDING &
s FABRICATION

=+ CRREOM SN TAESICATION

= IWERINNG RIPRECS

= GEMIRAL & STROCSIR Wl biee

+  MODECATORE

= NNEEE! WILNNG | RS TRETE BURINE: Al SEADa |

a e =
@ (D) BLACWTOTWILONGSTASE CINN
pet Cleaning

[m Car
Service

Stephen Murphy

arpets - Lounges and
Cleaning and Re-Sealing of Tile and Vinyl Flooring

Phone 0408 922 053
email: elite.murphy@outlook.com
27 Arnott Street, Manjimup. W.A. 6258
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il regenerative practices and supporting each other.

The Mailbag is online

Transition

Bridgetown

We are grateful to Michael for the continued support of
our Transition Bridgetown column in the Mailbag. We are
excited about the events we are planning for 2025.

This year has begun with several days of extreme heat as
was predicted. We are fortunate that our shire has identified
some ‘cool spaces’ that can be accessed and together with
the Western Australian Council of Social Service, there are
“cooling packs” available via the Heat Vulnerability Project.
You can find out more on the shire website. Let’s look after
each other on these challenging days.

The recently formed Waste Warrior group have been
developing their strategic plan and are ready to share their
progress and get your feedback on their plans and new
initiatives.

Alexa Tunmer, our Shire Environmental Sustainability
Officer, has secured a grant to help us all access facilities and
information to reduce our waste to landfill, including funding
to support a Repair Cafe.

Come to our Open Space on Sunday 25th Feb at 4pm at
the Uniting Church Hall and ask your questions, contribute
your ideas, learn more about the Waste Warrior movement
and plans for the Repair Cafe. Very exciting! To register
email transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com or text 0432 105
754.

We are delighted to be bringing you our 3rd annual
Blackwood Regen Fest! Save the date and come along on
Sat 22nd March 8.30am-1pm to the Ashbil Community
Garden Bridgetown and join in the fun! We have a great
line up of speakers and fabulous stalls advocating the local,
regenerative, resilient and sustainable ethos. A Vintage
Clothes Market will feature too! More details will be posted
on our Facebook page in the weeks to come.

If you’ve been to the Community Recycling Hub at the
Library lately, you will have seen a donation box to help with
the postage of the blister packs to be recycled. When you are
depositing your blister packs for collection, please consider
giving a donation towards the cost of transportation.

We also appreciate Containers for Change donations at
the Waste Facility. Thank you.

We look forward to working with all community groups
over the course of this year, helping to build a low-carbon,

8 healthy and happy future for Bridgetown/Greenbushes and

its people, by working together, raising more awareness of
We hope
you will join us!

Email: transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com for further
enquiries.

SERVICES

HOME RENOVATION AND MAINTENANCE

+/ General Home Maintenance ¢ Building Renovations

+ Kitchen & Bath

Call Tony 0400 368 323
for a FREE Quote
AJ Staley Carpentry

+ Cabinetry Installations

www.thequalityshop.com.au



Liam Price, Jne Wittenoom with the
new trainee Lincoln Paterson

Traineeships at the CRC

Liam Price, who has become a familiar face to those
who use the Community Resource Centre (CRC), has
successfully completed his twelve-month traineeship.

Liam relocated to Bridgetown with his family in
December 2023. He came across an advertisement for a
traineeship at the CRC. Recognizing it as a great opportunity
to explore a new career path within an office environment,
one which was unfamiliar to him, Liam decided to apply.

The traineeship offered the added benefit of a Certificate
III upon completion, specifically in the Information and
Technology fields. Although initially uncertain, Liam
took a week to confirm his decision, and he has never
regretted staying with the CRC. His time at the CRC has
not only allowed him to develop new skills but also to forge
connections within the local community, where he assisted
many locals with their mobile phones... Continued page 13

Practical Philosophy
A Men's Group

A Free Introductory Course
(The Wisdom Within)
of 10 Weekly Sessions,
commencing on -
Thursday 27" February

To Register :

https://practicalphilosophywa.org.aulcourses/
and scroll down to 'Philosophy in Bridgetown’
Enquiries: Contact
John - 0437 174745
john.birks@iinet.net.au

No prior knowledge
or qualifications required.

Danny & Monica

DR & ML Contractors

Bitumen Driveways, Shed Pads
Excavator & Bobcat Site Clean-ups
Sand and Gravel Supply, Garden Kerbing

BARRY LEE SECURITY AGENT Lic No 77358

ANTENNA INSTALLER AND REGISTERED CABLER
* BRIDGETOWN AND THE SOUTHWEST
* 0419 964 791 or 97611966
* allwestantennas@gmail.com

Agents for|
WATTYL
paints &
accessories
Reticulation
& Design
Electrical
Fittings & Lighting,
Tiles & accessories

- Sl

. . . to All Vehicles
Craig & Nadine Pitts Penrite Oil Stockist
46b Rose Street, Bridgetown Geoff Larkwo I‘thy

Service & Repairs

Phone: 9761 4422

btnpaint@bigpond.net.au Tel: 08 9761 1226

101 Hampton St., Bridgetown

Jim Double

Phone: 0417 963 007

Tuning ¢ Repairs » Restoration

PO Box 518 Donnybrook WA 6239

#
%

MINING - CIVIL - AGRICULTURE

« Heavy Machine Breakdowns
- Diagnostics and Repair
« Air Conditioning Repair and Service
« Caterpillar, Komatsu, Hitachi and More
Servicing the Greenbushes and Bridgetown area

0407 464 398 ' admin@overlandautoelectrical.com.au

AU:61785

DODVERLAND

AUTO ELECTRICAL
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Sat 22 March 20285, 8.30am-Ipm
Ashbil Community Garden

Join/local experts, community groups and ethical businessesfer
a fiiee'celebrationiofieducation, inspiration and fun
Learn empowering: skills*to'live a more regenerative lifestyle

Free workshops sharing knowledge on regenerative practices
Stalls from local producers, artisans and community groups
native plant sale = electric vehicle Q and'A = farm animal displays

9P Vintage clothes market = gourmet food'and coffee
PREF H k. s mgs h I
ERREp ids activitiesland much more! |
SUPPORTED BY “Pul o

Rotary

Club of Bridgetown

THE
STABLES

Open 7 days

7.30am—8.00pm
Shopping locally builds our community
Phone 9761 1044

BRIDGETOWN

Every time you spend $20 Im \
in store you will receive an

instant win coupon.

Scan the QR code and follow
the prompts to see if you've

EVERY 10 MINUTES*

instantly won!

Make sure you keep a copy

of your receipt to claim your
prize. Running from the 29" of
January to the 25" of February

Congratulations to Kim

winner of the last months IGA Voucher

109 Hampton Street Bridgetown
thestables.igaonline.com.au
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WHERETHE dociade WATTER

p
WIN BETWEEN $50 T0 $10,000 )
TO SPEND IN-STORE g

YOU CAN'T
BEAT LOCAL

In February spend $100 or more and go
into the draw to win a $200 IGA Voucher

Everyday
Seniors Card = Seniors Discount

The Mailbag is online www.thequalityshop.com.au



Traineeships at the CRC

Continued from page 11... and computers, volunteered at the
Blues at Bridgetown Festival, and contributed to the CWA.

Liam will miss the relationships he has built with his
colleagues at the CRC. Through this experience, he has
gained the confidence to continue working in an office
environment, which is a significant shift from his previous
hands-on roles.

While we are saddened to see Liam go, we are pleased
to introduce our new Trainee, Lincoln Paterson, who has
joined us this week. As part of his traineeship, Lincoln will
be completing a Certificate III in Events.

Lincoln sought this new opportunity to develop skills
that will benefit his future and lead to a fulfilling career.
Though he is new to the office environment, Lincoln is eager
to explore this fresh challenge. Outside of work, Lincoln is
a regular volunteer at Geegeelup, where he enjoys playing
chess with residents, often finding himself on the losing end.

‘We look forward to supporting Lincoln in his traineeship
and are excited to see his growth within the CRC.

Bridgetown CRC has been offering wonderful
opportunities in the way of traineeships now for a number
of years.

All of its recent CRC trainees have found employment
or have entered into further education on completion of the
traineeship.

Jane Wittenoom

Woattle Grove Firewood

Sustainably sourced firewood

Choice of jarrah or white gum
Bagged or bulk loads
MUTIEGENEFREWIOE  Free delivery for bulk orders

Card payments. Discounts available for cash

Licensed (Ps63000359) and fully insured

Brian: 0427 251 051 brian@wattlegrovefarm.com

JACK'S LT EDLUTIC-"
Gevricing the WQMM

||_

m{‘j
Havwe a show Laptop or Troubde with
Deshdop Computer? your Device?

. o4sseEiBE0O
support@jacksitsolutions.com.au

UTH WEST

FITOUTS & MAINTENANCE

CEILINGS » WALLS « WINDOWS « DOORS

...and more. We specialise in the fitout, repair & maintenance

of domestic and commercial buildings

Call Chris Miller

e 0488 745 964 e info@southwestfm.com.au

33rd year....

For all Tree Removal and
Tree Care Services

Including:

Hazardous Tree removal

Climbing & Confined Space Rigging

Fruit tree pruning and Training

Plantation pruning

Chain Saw Milling & Consultations

Fully insured
Atul Tel: 0459 689 518
Josh Tel: 0458 774 941
facebook @parkschainsaw
e: parkschainsaw@gmail.com

% Otk % %

Parks Chainsaw

& Tree Services
Atul Parks & Josh Allan

Souwest Glass TIMBER & HARDWARE

ervice
Hy S s

24 Hour Emergency Repairs
Glass Repairs
Shower Screens ( )
Safety Glass 5 é
Fly Screens
Steve Hawklns

www.souwestglass.com.au

] ]

Allwood Stump Grinding
ABN 44 940 578 427
For all your stump removal

Timber Glazing
BRIDGETOWN
Glazier - Glass and LeadLights
Greenbushes & Southwest

TIMBER & HARDWARE

Tel: 97 612 525
Lot 46 Rose St., Bridgetown
btstimb@bigpond.net.au

2nd Hand Wlndows

Lead ig|

Phone: 9764 3663
Moblle 0428 953 753

Quote today i

Mlchael 0427 611 9

B LICENSED HERBICIDE WEED

SPRAY CONTRACTOR
FIRE BREAKS m PAMPAS GRASS
GENERAL WEEDS ® BLACKBERRIES

= TREE LOPPING

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
GUTTER CLEANING

Call David on 0427 647 513

email: davidtuck@westnet.com.au

Civil Celebrant

Marisa De Vattimo
admin@mdvent.com
sms: 0404 788 160
Boutique Weddings
Elopemants - Micro Weddings
(¥) instalmarried by marisa
www.mdvent.com
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Will you sign the Petition for our Greater Dalgarup Forest’?

A petition is being circulated (see below) to voice
opposition to the granting of Mining Exploration
Licences over our Dalgarup National Park and adjacent &
areas making up the Greater Dalgarup Forest.

Bridgetown Greenbushes Friends of the Forest (BGFF)
and Blackwood Environment Society (BES) need your &
help to let our Shire Council know that its voice is wanted, F§
too. A petition showing strong Community opposition £
will urge Council to add its voice to call on the W.A.
Government and relevant Ministers to preserve the area “*
fought for by the Bridgetown Community for 35 years.
By 2006 Greater Dalgarup consisted of the Dalgarup
National Park, two areas of State forest intended to
become Reserves and the Nunn Block, purchased by the 4
Government in 2006 to be incorporated in the National
Park.

These areas contain the last surviving Old Growth
Forest in our Shire, easily accessed by the major tourist
road Brockman Highway and with a remaining network
of partly overgrown logging roads to form the basis of a
trails venue accessible to all.

The two reserves include the Bridgetown Jarrah Park,
developed in 1990 by our Shire, Forest and Tourism
communities and CALM, and with forest trails since
developed by community caretaker Dave Chinner.

To the west is the Dalgarup Nature Reserve, where
the Gregory Brook runs in a steep valley between the *ig
Bibbulmun Track and the National Park before the track
crosses the Highway near the Karri Gully picnic site.

The time taken by Government processes means that %
vesting of Reserves and land acquisition has not been %
completed in time to preserve the Park against today’s
mining exploration claims and licences. ;

An exploration Licence has been issued over a ##
key area of the park and exploration claims have been
lodged over the two major Reserves and about one
third of the National Park itself. As a result a major
tourism, environmental and social asset is surrounded
and compromised by mining industry claims which, if
granted, will reduce the area of Greater Dalgarup to less
than half of its planned size.

This Petition requests the Shire of Bridgetown-
Greenbushes to seek support of the WA Government to
ensure the future of the Greater Dalgarup Forest. It seeks
to treat the two Reserves as though the vesting process
has been completed. It also proposes that the area of the
specific Reserves and the Dalgarup National Park itself
should not be subject to incursion by Mining Exploration
Claims or Licences.

You can sign the Petition near the Community Kiosk
in Hampton St, outside IGA, the Newsagent, the Library,
Wattleseed Barn and the CRCs in Bridgetown and
Greenbushes during the next two weeks.
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Caring for Cockatoos

Carnaby’s and Baudin’s cockatoos are two very similar white
tailed cockatoos, named after the naturalist Ivan Carnaby (1908-
1974) and a French naval officer, Nicolas Baudin (1754-1803).
They are noisy, intelligent, and sociable birds, still regularly seen
and heard in Bridgetown, and elsewhere in south-west Australia.
I like them, even if the longer beaked Baudin variety plunder our
fruit trees. Although I am sure that both Carnaby and Baudin were
fine men, perhaps we should now call both birds by their common
traditional Noongar name, which according to the Denmark Bird
Society, and others, is ngolak, ngoolak or ngoolark. If that claim
is true, then it has probably been the joint name of these two bird
varieties for thousands of years, so plainly deserves respect.

However, we have, in more recent days, been told that these
birds are now endangered.

Yet, on another tack, a pair of interesting scientists, Valerie
Densmore and Emma Clingan, both from the West Australian
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA
), have published a paper which may give old ngoolark some
hope. They have found that, at least on the Swan Coastal Plain,
Carnaby’s feathery friends may have more food where the bush
is burnt regularly, with light and patchy fires every few years,
rather than roaring wildfires after decades of fuel accumulation.
Both scientists have actual practical experience in fire fighting and
lighting, so I accept that they speak with the tongue of experience.

This light, patchy burning, every few years, is of course a
traditional burning regime long used by Noongar people. It is
obviously more intelligent than promoting raging wildfires in
long unburnt litter. If any Noongar people are reading this, they
will know exactly what I am talking about if I use the term ‘dirty
bush’. I believe that DBCA, in order to fine tune their own current
frequent, patchy burning, have consulted Noongar Elders and
employees, rather than leaving large areas unburnt for dangerously
long periods, or even for ever as some people, obviously lacking
the tongue of experience, recommend.

The welfare of ngoolark and koolbardi should be of interest
to those currently hoodwinked by the fairy tale notion of endless
exclusion of fire from heath and forest, in the false belief that this
is ‘ecologically sound’.

Valerie and Emma clearly have something important and
historically rich to say about frequent, patchy, prescribed burning,
and I hope their dose of truth is widely recognised, and helps

their scientific careers to blossom for the right reasons. .Reference:
Densmore, V.S. and Clingan, E.S. (2019) Prescribed burning in a
mediterranean-climate region mitigates the disturbance by bushfire to a
critical food resource for an endangered bird, the Carnaby’s cockatoo.
Open online access publication by the Association for Fire Ecology,, USA.
Dr David Ward, Bridgetown, December 2024

KULIKUP CONTRA G

HAY CONTRACTING
Mowing, Raking, Bailing & Silage Wrapping available
Single bale silage wrapper
Fully auto, 1000 bale/day capacity.
CAT 972H LOADER
Padock Clean Ups, Fence Lines Etc, 5m Rake,
Bucket and Log Grab. All Areas
SPEED TILLER CONTRACTING
Builds soil up, Effective weed control, No burning
9.5m width, Competitive rates

Boyup Brook, Darkan, Kojonup and surrounding areas.
Call Luke for info or quote: 0428 673 053

= M“‘M
MADE BY MATTHEW

CARTET - T

Made By Matthew specializes in custom furniture and cabinetry.
From farm house to city suburbs; we work with our clients to create a
design that suits your home and budget.

W FF™ HOWARD |. EVANS

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

- ..— NOTARY PUBLIC

Serving the Lower South West for over 40 years
A wide range of services is offered including
Wills, Estates and General Legal advice
Home or Hospital visits can be arranged when the need is there.

7A Brockman Street, Manjimup
Office hours 9.30am -1.30pm & from 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Monday to Friday
Ph 9771 1599 | Email howardevans@westnet.com.au

PRINTING SERVICE

% Business Cards

l’ % Invoice Books
Sho % Fliers
P % Brochures
All Aspects of General & * Envelopes
% Direct Mail

Commercial Printing

125 Hampton Street, Bridgetown  Telephone: 9761 1717
mailbag@bigpond.net.au | mailbag@thequalityshop.com.au

BKS REFRIGERATION
& AIR CONDITIONING PTY LTD

&
S

For all your Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Needs

Call Benn Scott

Mobile: 0407 389 858
Phone: 08 9761 4324 Fax: 08 9761 4098

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Domestic | Commercial | Evaporative
Repairs, Service and Installation
Nick Cole
0417 938 151

Bridgetown WA
ABN 96 909 172 153

V42R Electrical

Richard Avard
Electrician
Domestic

and Commercial

AU 51553

Dardanup to Bridgetown
Mobile: 0419 046 225
Home: 9764 3090

e: avards@iinet.net.au
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A Flace of t%a/?}gx\]“@} Allen’s
Raymuohy — sromwynwitetord || YA IMCl OW

Naturopath Herbalist
*Dorn Spinal Therapy ~ ® Herbs & Healing ean n
e Dry Needling for Women

e Hair Analysis ® Herbal Blends
® WA flower Essences e n
Call 0420 939 838 Call 0487 193 815 |

T h e B oy u p B roo k C oun try The Lotterywest Street Carnival is your gateway to a day

. bursting with fun, music, and excitement! On Saturday, the
M usic M u Ste r heart of town transforms into a lively wonderland, alive with
Continued from cover..having released seven studio albums t0€-tapping tunes, eye-catching art installations, and
and three children's albums. captivating roaming perfoqners. It's a dazzling blend .Of
The Muster also includes a long list of first-class Western creativity and joy th'f‘t promises to thrill and surprise. W¥th
Australian performers. street closures ensuring your safe?y, thg event comes to life
Brandy Newton is a versatile singer-songwriter with strong with talented Vbuskers, interactive kids' activities, a_nd
country, folk, and rock influences. Her repertoire blends her endless entertainment around every corner. Best of all, it's
compelling original compositions with classic covers, showcasing free, spontan‘eous, and op erto everyone. . .
her powerful, dynamic voice developed over two decades. This year's street ca'rmval is brimming with excitement,
Broken Horses is a dynamic four-piece cover band from featupng Arty Brella's captivating and artistic ukulele
Boyup Brook, featuring Brandy Newton on lead vocals and creations that add a splash of vibrancy and whimsy to the
rhythm guitar, Tara Spencer on lead guitar, Sharon Lampard festivities. ) . o )
on bass, and Jesse Short on drums. Brandy is also a talented Get ready for thrills with 'Dangerous Delights', offering a
singer-songwriter and accomplished live music artist, known ~Variety of fun-ﬁlled_ activities throughout the morning,
for her captivating performances. Both Tara and Jesse are including the mesmerizing 'Giant Bubble Zone'.
trained at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts, ‘Enchanted Stiltwalkers' has delighted audiences for
adding a polished edge to the band's sound. many years w1th_ their la?ger—tha_n—llfe' creations and
Katelyn Lansdell is a young and passionate artist in the colourfu} antics. 'Ricochet Circus' will be in att;ndance, S0
country music scene. Known for her heartfelt performances don't miss our Heafi Over Heels Acrobats Circus Street
and genuine connection with her audience, she has performed Show, it's bursting with energy
as a solo artist at numerous music events, showcasing her Vehicle Enthusiasts, The 2025 Boyup Brook Ute &
talents in singing and guitar playing. What sets Katelyn apartis Truck Parade is back, and it's all about showing off your
her ability to blend traditional country sounds with a modern pride and joy and we want you to join the fun. Join us on
twist, creating a unique and captivating musical experience. Saturday, February 15th, to be part of the iconic parade that's
With 25 hours of live music, including performances at beena festival favourite for decades.
Music Park, the WA Country Music Awards, on top of For further information business hours Telephone: (08)
Bootscootin', you'll be entertained all day and night. 97651657 www.wacountrymusic.com.au

Are you moving soon

Call Us at South West Removals and Storage

Local and family owned

Weekly Perth deliveries, all South West areas and North West.  Short or long term storage,
Everything wrapped in woolen blankets, whether we're going 400m or 400 kms.

9725 4766 A

South West Removals & Storage
“on Time, on Budget, every time
You'll see our trucks passing through
www.swremovals.com.au
email: sales@swremovals.com.au

Advertisements, Advertorial and Community Editorial copy in The Mailbag are the responsibility of the author. The views expressed
are not necessarily those of The Mailbag. While The Mailbag makes every reasonable effort to ensure that no misleading claims or statements are
made, responsibility is not accepted by The Mailbag for statements made or for failure of any products or services to give satisfaction. Inclusions
of a product or service should not be construed as an endorsement or recommendation by The Mailbag. Any pricing or agreements can
be reviewed at the discretion of The Mailbag, with notification to our advertisers as soon as possible after that review has been made.




