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Adam Jenkins

Tree Services
Qualified Arborist 

Fully Insured
Mobile: 0447 792 200 

Home: 9761 1128

Large Tree Felling
Climbing
Tree Jacking
Tree Bracing Installations
Portable Sawmilling
Disease & Pest Control
Elevated Work Platfrom

Circulation 3050
Distributed to 
Bridgetown 

Greenbushes, 
Boyup Brook, 

Hester, 
Yornup & Catterick 

FREE 
MONTHLY

POSTAGE 
PAID   in

Blackwood 
River Valley

Removal of Tree’s in Confined Space
Lowering and Rigging around 
Houses & Infrastructure
Decorative Pruning, Dead Wooding
and Shaping
Forestry / Plantation Work

Henri’s Wellbeing Centre - 16 Hester St., Bridgetown 

0436 482 027 admin@henris.net www.henris.net

Life’s challenges aren’t
meant to be faced alone

At Henri’s you’ll find:
A safe, welcoming and confidential space
Connection with others who understand
Help to grow and better navigate life’s ups and downs
Guided, evidence based, group programs 

W.A. Bush Fire Museum and Heritage Group
Stage one of a new exhibition complex has now been 

established in Yornup to house the vehicles and equipment 
belonging to W.A. Bush Fire Museum and Heritage Group. 

On the grounds surrounding the museum there has been 
planted a display of a fire suppressing-garden. The plants and trees 
around the museum are mostly fire-resistant varieties with the 
ground cover mulch surrounding the building made up of roughly 
crushed building waste comprising brick, cement and stone.

Volunteer Bush Fire Fighting Brigades were born out of a 
culture of a community standing together to fight the fires that can 
suddenly roar into an inferno, threatening lives and livelihoods of 
those living within the community. 

Purchasing and maintaining firefighting equipment 
along with firefighting training was all initially done on a 
fundraising basis within each community.

Fires, which can commence through lighting strikes, 
harvesting fires or just through a careless act can have 
devastating consequences, particularly if the fire 
conditions are catastrophic on that day.

Fires can cause extensive damage to homes, businesses, 
vehicles, and public infrastructure leaving long-term 
economic and environmental impacts on property, and 
cause injuries, fatalities and emotional trauma.

The Museum is also an educational facility giving an 
insight in to how bush fire control has developed and 
improved over the years, displaying how the equipment 
has also improved all from lessons hard won providing 
insights in how to fight fires safely.   

The WA Bush Fire Museum and Heritage Group has 
six members: Chris Sousa is the Chair person, with 
members Judy Bland, Ed Bland, Ray Harding, Chris 
Doherty and Lyndon Pearce.

“The group has signed a lease for twenty-one years on 
the land alongside the Yornup Hall and has built a large 
shed which will be the group's new museum building.” 
Chris Sousa explains.

“The shed was built from the proceeds of a grant the 
group received from the Native Forest Transition Grants 
Program and is the first step in providing a suitable display 
area for the group's sixteen vehicles, historical objects, 
memorabilia and artefacts...Continued on page 15

“
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Taxation - SMSF’s
- Business Services -

Estate & Succession Planning 

21 Bridge Street 
BOYUP BROOK WA 6244 

08 9765-2999 
adminbbk@hpb.com.au 

116 Hampton Street 
BRIDGETOWN WA 6255 

08 9761-1236 
admin@hpb.com.au 

67 Warren Road 
NANNUP WA 6275

0437 325 299 
admin@hpb.com.au

Accountants 

A Crazy Chick  
and her Rooster 

Estelle Rowcliffe Carlson and Bruce Carlson are planning 
to take part in the Spring Shitbox Rally in August driving 
their yellow Camry, which they have dubbed ‘Chickamry’. 

They need to raise $5,000 for cancer research and support 
services for the Cancer Council charity to take part in the 
event. They are well on the way to achieving this amount 
and are planning their final fundraising event by hosting a 
‘Shitbox Rally Quiz Night Fundraiser’ in the Bridgetown 
Town Hall on the Saturday 25 July.

If you want to participate in the Quiz Night you can 
contact Estelle on 0407 377 791.

Estelle explains the reasons she is taking part in the event. 
“Raising money for the entry fee is the task, the reward is the 
road trip and the adventure it brings.

“This will be Bruce’s second rally and it will be my third 
experience. Our previous rallies have more than lived up to 
expectations, and have been an excellent and worthwhile 
as well as a memorable experience, Bruce and I are looking 
forward to this year’s rally.

“Our major sponsors this year are Fishers Tyres, CWG 
Automotive, Vibe Service Station, BKS Refrigeration & Air 
Conditioning, Bridgetown Windmills, and WA Advanced 
Training Academy (WAATA). 

“A special thanks also goes to all those businesses around 
town that have contributed with prizes for the quiz night.

We would also like to thank the Bridgetown community for 
supporting us by buying raffle tickets, collecting cans and batteries.

“We are going to set out in the same car we drove back in 
from last year’s rally, the Camery has proven itself.”

This year’s route is Adelaide to Darwin via the Oodnadatta 
Track up through the centre of Australia.

They will set off from Adelaide on August 15th travelling 
up to Parachilna then onto William Creek, Mount Dare, Alice 
Springs, Daly Waters, Timber Creek and then in seven days 
later onto the finish in Darwin on the 21st August.

Last year after the holding of the 39th Rally, the total 
monies raised by the Cancer Council through this event is now 
over $58 million dollars. All the money raised goes to cancer 
research and support services through the Cancer Council.
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P: 9761 1677
M: 0488 611 678
E: elliottjj3@bigpond.com

Bridgeflix Cinema
Bridgeflix is a new community group which has been 

formed with the idea of bringing the cinema experience to 
town with the showing of films in venues around Bridgetown.

The group’s first showing was a family friendly matinee 
of the feature film ‘Paddington 2’ on Sunday 21 June.

A delighted Kaye McLennan explains how the afternoon 
unfolded. “The film was shown at its best on the wide screen 
in the recently renovated Bridgetown Town Hall with over 
ninety people attending. 

“All theatre-goers were welcomed with marmalade 
sandwiches and given a door prize ticket, the prize being a 
Paddington Bear teddy wearing his red wellingtons.  

“It was pleasing to see the young ones attending bringing 
an assortment of beanbags, fold out couches, pillows, blankets 
and teddies all adding to the family-friendly experience.

“The lucky young winner of the Paddington Bear teddy 
door prize was someone who was new to town.

“This screening was a wonderful example of community 
coming together enabled by the Bridgetown Hub, the Shire of 
Bridgetown and the eighteen volunteers who worked behind 
the scenes.  

Blackwood Valley Mental 
Health Professional’s Network

All health professionals are invited to attend an 
upcoming meeting on Thursday, 9 July 2026, from 6pm 
until 8pm at Henri’s Wellbeing Centre, 16 Hester Street 
in Bridgetown. A light meal will be provided.

This upcoming meeting will be a relaxed, informal 
opportunity to connect with fellow members, meet new 
members and discuss current developments in our field. 
Whether you’re joining us for the first time or returning, 
we’re excited to welcome you.

Guest Speaker will be Dr Sarah Youngson. Sarah is a GP 
with a special interest in child and youth health. She works 
at Bridgetown Medical and provides outreach services to Manjimup High 

“These volunteers included, for example, the 
apprentice projectionist, the makers of marmalade 
sandwiches, popcorn, mini choc bombs, those who set up 
the hall and the web developers.

“Everyone was pleased with the success of our first showing.”  
More screenings are in the planning process, especially with 
the school holidays coming up.  To find out more you can go 
to: www.bridgeflix.au www.facebook.com/bridgeflix 

School and Blackwood Youth Action. She is passionate 
about the wellbeing of our community, with prevention, 
early intervention and community support being key 
aspects of her work.

She was the founding Chair of Blackwood Youth 
Action and the Bridgetown Greenbushes Suicide 
Prevention Network. She is committed to the power of 
community in making change and supporting those in 
need.

She was awarded ·community Health Professional 
of the Year’ in 2026, honouring her for the quality, 
talent, commitment and extraordinary work in providing 
excellent care to country communities.

For more information or to RSVP, please 
contact Network Coordinator, Elisabeth Pellicaan 
crossroadscounselling6255@gmail.com
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SATURDAY 18  JULY 2026TH

9AM to 3PM
GIFT BAGS

DEMOSTRATIONS

‘Habitat and Home’
Trish Durham is holding an art exhibition, Habitat 

and Home, which displays her creative art collection 
of unique one-off jewellery pieces and mixed media 
paintings, along with some smaller sculpture works.

The exhibition opened on the 27th June and 
runs from 11am to 4pm on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays throughout July until August 9, as part of 
the ‘Fridgetown’ Festival 2026. The exhibition is 
being held in the Black Cockatoo Distillery which 
is located along Eedle Terrece on Fox Road in 
Bridgetown. The distillery is well sign posted.

Trish explains the concepts behind her exhibition, 
“Looking at what these two words can encompass, 
firstly: Home is a sanctuary, a safe space. A place to land. 

“Then there is Habitat, whilst it is home to some, 
it also viewed as an expendable resource by others.

“I love to create uniquely beautiful artworks 
that bring joy, even comfort but at some level also 
engage and raise awareness.

“An inherent part of my arts practice is using 
reclaimed, repurposed and recycled materials.

“I love Nature and all she brings to our lives, I believe 
we should do the best we can by mother nature.” 

Part proceeds from the sale of Trish’s unique pieces 
in the exhibition will go towards building Black 
Cockatoo nesting boxes, her endeavor aligns with the 
ethos embraced by Rachel and Peter, the owners of the 
Black Cockatoo Distillery, and their pledge to commit 
10% of profits from the distillery to Karaakin Black 
Cockatoo Conservation Centre.

Trish concludes with, “I am inspired and excited 
to share this exhibition. On one level, it is a simple 
celebration 
of this 
b e a u t i f u l 
r e g i o n 
we are 
privileged 
to call 
home.” 

Trish, Rachel and Tammy
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Clovers General Store & 
Clovers Liquor Store 

Huge selection of LOCAL WINES of 
the SOUTHWEST & GREAT SOUTHERN 

Plus many more Australian 
& New Zealand Wines

Plus   LOCAL CRAFT BEERS & CIDERS
Plus!  Great selection of WHISKIES & GINS

Clovers Liquor Store: 
Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm
 Tel:  9761 2017

Corner Steere St & 
Gifford Rd Bridgetown
Caravan Friendly Parking

Clovers General Store 
Monday - Saturday   7am - 7pm 
Tel:  9761 1233
Loads of lovely local produce!
Gourmet Cheese,  Honey's,  Jam's, Crackers, 

Condiments, just to mention a few!
As well as staple grocery items 

including Fruit & Veg

Clovers General Store & 
Clovers Liquor Store



June Update

Local Voices Survey Provides an Opportunity for Community Feedback
Thank you to everyone who took part in the Voconiq Local Voices survey conducted in May across
communities surrounding our Greenbushes Lithium Operation.

The survey, delivered by third‑party organisation Voconiq, captured the perspectives of people living
and working in the Shires of Bridgetown-Greenbushes, Boyup Brook, Manjimup, Donnybrook Balingup,
Nannup, Capel and the City of Bunbury in relation to our operations. This initial survey establishes a
baseline, with ongoing opportunities for feedback to be captured through six‑monthly pulse surveys over
the next three years.

The feedback will help us better understand what matters most to our communities and guide Talison’s
future decisions and activities. A summary of survey results is expected to be made publicly available
in July.

Road safety was the focus when Talison, in partnership with
Qube, visited Greenbushes Primary School students for an
engaging and hands-on learning session in May.
The star of the show was a 98-tonne Volvo truck - the same
type used daily to transport lithium mineral concentrate
from our Greenbushes Lithium Operation to Bunbury Port.
Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 had the opportunity to
get up close to the truck and climb into the cab,
experiencing firsthand the driver’s perspective.
The interactive session was designed to help students better
understand how to stay safe around large vehicles,
particularly in a regional community where trucks, like those
supporting our operations, are a regular presence on local
roads.
The session reflects our commitment to being a better
neighbour - recognising our role in local truck movements
through the community and partnering with Qube to
promote road safety awareness to help keep our
community safe.

Interactive Truck Safety Session for Greenbushes
Students

Talison Superintendent Product Plan and Shipping
Rebecca Dix and Qube Senior Fleet Controller Patrick
Phillips, pictured with student Aria Element.

Talison-Funded Upgrade to Deliver Safer Stanifer Street Nears Completion
Work to improve Stanifer Street, the main road through Greenbushes to Talison’s operations, is well
underway and expected to be completed in June.
The project involves full reconstruction of Stanifer Street between George Street and Diorite Street,
including a short adjoining section of Maranup Ford Road. Funded by Talison in partnership with the
Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes and delivered by contractor Hiway, the upgrade will deliver a
stronger, smoother road surface, improved pedestrian infrastructure and stormwater drainage,
supporting safer travel through Greenbushes and improved amenity for nearby residents.
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Fetter
Chiropractic

Phone 9761 2245 or 0408 922 053
email: elite.murphy@outlook.com

27 Arnott Street, Manjimup. W.A.  6258

Carpet Dry 
Cleaning Service

Stephen Murphy

We Specialize in:  Carpets  -  Lounges - Curtains 

Cleaning and Re-Sealing of Tile and Vinyl Flooring 

Servicing the Warren Blackwood Area

BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  RREENNOOVVAATTIIOONNSS
RREEPPAAIIRRSS  &&  MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE

CCAARRPPEENNTTEERR  WWIITTHH  OOVVEERR  
3300  YYEEAARRSS  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE

CCAALLLL  TTOONNYY  00440000  336688  332233
SSEERRVVIICCIINNGG  TTHHEE  

BBRRIIDDGGEETTOOWWNN  AARREEAA

BUILDING RENOVATIONS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

CARPENTER WITH OVER 
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CALL TONY 0400 368 323
SERVICING THE 

BRIDGETOWN AREA

These past months have seen the situation of 
those experiencing homelessness brought to the fore 
in our community.  We have wonderful people and 
organisations here in our towns who are working 
to help those in need. This month of July on Sunday 
19th from 2-4pm at the Shire Lesser Hall in Steere St, 
Transition Bridgetown will be raising awareness in an 
Open Space and Forum on Mental Wellbeing – focus 
on Homelessness.  

Dr Sarah Youngson will speak about the newly formed 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes Cross-Agency Alliance which 
has resulted as a direct outcome and action from the 
‘Raising Awareness of Mental Health in our Community’ 
Open Space we held in October 2025.  

Jenni Oliver - Manager of Bridgetown Hub, will speak 
on how the Hub and the Greenbushes CRC are being 
approached by people experiencing homelessness, the 
limited resources that the Hub and CRC have available 
to them to assist and Connections Week.

Irma Lachmund will speak about Intentional 
Communities - Options and Actions.  As places for 
sharing lives, resources, land and purpose, intentional 
communities provide and maximize an interconnected 
set of ecological, social, and economic benefits.  As a 
movement, intentional communities can support the 
wellbeing of the people who live in them, support each 
other and support the shift the world needs towards 
cooperation, justice, and resilience.

David Chick will follow with his talk ‘What 
Will Be My Legacy?’ Context: My what, why and 
how. Discomfort: The power within. In the Ground: 
Communities emerging.

Forum: Questions and stories from participants 
who attend on the day. We realise we haven’t captured 
everyone who is working in the field of mental 
wellbeing and homelessness in our towns so please 
come along and network, ask your questions and share 
your story.  By raising awareness of what is happening 
in our community to assist those who are homeless, and 
working together, we can make a difference.

Enquiries to transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com or 
phone 0432 105 754
Repair Cafe

Another vibrant and well-supported Repair Cafe 
was held on Sat 20th June.  It is so rewarding to see the 
selection of items that you are bringing in for mending 
and the satisfaction of happy customers with having 
had them repaired.

If you’re wondering whether your broken item, being 
it a tool, electrical appliance, ...Continue on page 11
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Our Town’s First Business 
Excellence Awards

The Blackwood Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
has launched the inaugural Business Excellence Awards.  
A brand-new program created to recognise and celebrate 
the businesses that keep the Bridgetown–Greenbushes 
region thriving.

From the cafe that knows your order to the tradies, 
makers, growers and shopfronts that serve our 
community every day, these awards are about shining a 
light on the people behind local enterprise. It’s the first 
time the Chamber has run a program like this, and we 
want the whole community to get behind it.

We’re proud to announce that Talison Lithium 
has come on board as the Awards’ Principal Partner, 
throwing its support behind the businesses that make 
our region special.

Key dates: Nominations open Wednesday July 1st. 
Voting closes Thursday 3 September. The winners will 
be announced at a gala awards night on Saturday 17 
October.

How you can get involved: Everyone has a part 
to play. If there’s a local business that’s earned your 
loyalty, nominate them once nominations open,  then 
rally your friends and family to vote. Business owners 
are warmly encouraged to put themselves forward and 
to spread the word among customers.

Whether you nominate, vote, or simply come along 
on the night to cheer on our local champions, this is 
a chance to celebrate everything that makes doing 
business in the Blackwood Valley something to be 
proud of.

Find out more and get involved at blackwoodcci.org/
awards.
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Let the lights guide you on a magical journey around
Lake Linga Longa.

lingalongalights.com

September 

12 & 13

19 & 20

26, 27 & 28

LINGA LONGA LIGHTS

Town Bus Transport - Luxe Camping Bell Tent Hire - 
Onsite Self Camping - Linga Longa Cafe

Linga Longa Lights 2026
Lights. Nature. Magic: Following the incredible success of 
our inaugural event, Linga Longa Estate is proud to announce 
the return of Linga Longa Lights in September 2026.

We extend our sincere thanks to the Bridgetown 
community for their outstanding support and enthusiasm 
for last year’s event.   Linga Longa Lights will once again 
transform the estate into an immersive night experience of 
light, sound and natural wonder. 

Guests will follow an illuminated walking trail around 
Lake Linga Longa, where the forest comes alive.

2026 Event Dates; 12, 13, 19, 27 & 28 September To 
make the experience even more accessible, bus transport will 
be available from Bridgetown, along with accommodation 
options including Luxe Camping bell tent hire.  The 
Linga Longa Café will also be open throughout the event 
weekends.

We look forward to welcoming both returning and 
new visitors for another Linga Longa Lights. Tickets and 
Information www.lingalongalights.com 
Know the symptoms of 
bowel cancer 

Bowel cancer is one of the most common cancers 
affecting both women and men in Western Australia. 
Unfortunately, in 2021, 1342 West Australians were 
diagnosed with bowel cancer and 437 people died from the 
disease. Behind every statistic is a person, a family and a 
community. That’s why recognising the symptoms and 
getting them checked as soon as possible is so important. 
The earlier bowel cancer is found, the more treatment 
options are available and the better the chances of survival. 

For more information about cancer symptoms, visit: 
www.findcancerearly.com.au or call the Cancer Council 
Information and Support Line on 13 11 20.
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These past months have seen the situation of 
those experiencing homelessness brought to the fore 
in our community.  We have wonderful people and 
organisations here in our towns who are working 
to help those in need. This month of July on Sunday 
19th from 2-4pm at the Shire Lesser Hall in Steere St, 
Transition Bridgetown will be raising awareness in an 
Open Space and Forum on Mental Wellbeing – focus 
on Homelessness.  

Dr Sarah Youngson will speak about the newly formed 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes Cross-Agency Alliance which 
has resulted as a direct outcome and action from the 
‘Raising Awareness of Mental Health in our Community’ 
Open Space we held in October 2025.  

Jenni Oliver - Manager of Bridgetown Hub, will speak 
on how the Hub and the Greenbushes CRC are being 
approached by people experiencing homelessness, the 
limited resources that the Hub and CRC have available 
to them to assist and Connections Week.

Irma Lachmund will speak about Intentional 
Communities - Options and Actions.  As places for 
sharing lives, resources, land and purpose, intentional 
communities provide and maximize an interconnected 
set of ecological, social, and economic benefits.  As a 
movement, intentional communities can support the 
wellbeing of the people who live in them, support each 
other and support the shift the world needs towards 
cooperation, justice, and resilience.

David Chick will follow with his talk ‘What 
Will Be My Legacy?’ Context: My what, why and 
how. Discomfort: The power within. In the Ground: 
Communities emerging.

Forum: Questions and stories from participants 
who attend on the day. We realise we haven’t captured 
everyone who is working in the field of mental 
wellbeing and homelessness in our towns so please 
come along and network, ask your questions and share 
your story.  By raising awareness of what is happening 
in our community to assist those who are homeless, and 
working together, we can make a difference.

Enquiries to transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com or 
phone 0432 105 754
Repair Cafe

Another vibrant and well-supported Repair Cafe 
was held on Sat 20th June.  It is so rewarding to see the 
selection of items that you are bringing in for mending 
and the satisfaction of happy customers with having 
had them repaired.

If you’re wondering whether your broken item, being 
it a tool, electrical appliance, ...Continue on page 11
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Servicing the Greenbushes and Bridgetown area
0407 464 398 I admin@overlandautoelectrical.com.au 

• Heavy Machine Breakdowns
• Diagnostics and Repair

• Air Conditioning Repair and Service
• Caterpillar, Komatsu, Hitachi and More

AU:61785

Bitumen Driveways, Shed Pads
Excavator & Bobcat Site Clean-ups

Sand and Gravel Supply

Transition Bridgetown 
Continued from page 10... china or crockery, jewellery, 
bicycle, clothing or anything, can be mended, just 
bring it along and find out 
And, don’t forget there is also Technology assistance 
as well as a Justice of Peace available to sign your 
official paperwork.

The dedicated volunteers, repairers and those 
helping with making the morning run smoothly with 
lots of good vibes and cuppas, will be waiting for you 
again on Sat August 15th 10am-12noon at the Shire 
Lesser Hall. Save the Date.  

Enquiries to repaircafe6255@gmail.com  or phone 
Rob 0452 398 595

Thanks to all our fabulous volunteers who helped 
with our sustainable firewood raffle and to Jenny and 
Mick Dewing for the donation of wood from their 
purpose grown woodlot 
and delivery. We raised 
just over $500. The 
winner was Brett from 
Donnybrook.  If you’d 
like more information 
about growing your own 
sustainable firewood 
trees, contact the 
Bridgetown Community 
Landcare Nursery. 

Enjoy all the fabulous 
Fridgetown Fest events 
and we’ll see you soon.

Ditch the booze in July to 
help those affected  
by cancer

Sign up to Dry July 2026 and quit alcohol for the month, 
in a bid to raise much-needed funds for the 13 11 20 Cancer 
Information and Support Line for all Australians affected 
by cancer.

Alcohol causes seven types of cancer, including mouth, 
pharynx, larynx, oesophagus, liver, bowel and breast cancer 
in women. 

New research shows that around 7800 cancer cases in 
Australia each year are caused by alcohol use, and alcohol 
is responsible for around 4.6 per cent of all cancer cases 
nationally.

There is no safe level of alcohol consumption when it 
comes to cancer risk. Any level of drinking increases your 
risk, and the more you drink, the greater the risk. 

Reducing your alcohol intake reduces your risk. For 
cancer prevention, the safest option is not to drink alcohol.

To sign up to Dry July and support Cancer Council visit 
https://www.dryjuly.com/cancercouncil
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Vertebrate
Pest
Control
WorkshopWorkshopWorkshop

RSVP: 0455 522 750
admin@bbisouthwest.org.au

WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:

Monday, 27 July 2026
9:00am - 2:00pm
Wandillup Fire Shed

Safe use of 1080 products

How to apply for a 1080 permit

Fox, feral cat, rabbit & feral pig management

Learn trapping techniques 

Safe bait handling & use

Trap building / setting

Humane & ethical pest animal management 

Morning tea and lunch provided

Corner of Mokerdillup Road & Brockman Highway



Allwood Stump Grinding
For all your stump removal
Greenbushes & Southwest

ABN 44 940 578 427

Call for a FREE
Quote today

Michael 0427 611 916
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Show Talk    
Hi Everyone; This is a very busy time for those involved 
in putting together the final information required for the 
completion of the Show Schedule.

“A Festival of Memories” – History Bridgetown Show - 
is this year’s Show Theme.

Following the incoming changes to the classes and 
confirmation of the Sponsors, this information is collated, 
entered and prepared ready by the publisher for printing. As 
usual, when complete, an online version will be available for 
those keen to peruse and start creating their entries. 

Schedule and Sponsorships: Section Stewards have 
been contacted for section changes. Sponsorship invitations 
have been sent out. If you would like to be included in the 
sponsorship, please make contact either via the website or 
email.  

Memberships: These have been sent out. If you would 
like to become a new member please make contact via the 
below addresses.

Budget Camping Showgrounds Bookings: Here’s the 
latest update on Budget Camping for Blues @ Bridgetown 
Weekend. Camping is now open to everyone. For all 
those questions from friends and family, we have added 
information on our Bridgetown Show Facebook and 
Instagram pages, as well as the website. Unpowered 
camping will still be available at the gate.

Marquees: Following the storm experienced at the 2025 
Show, we have at last been able to replace our wrecked Marquees. 
Watch our media posts coming soon. They look great!

Coming Events: The annual 2day celebration of the 
Blackwood D&D Winterfest game event will be held at the 
grounds on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th July. Further 
details can be found online or via their Facebook page 
Blackwood D&D Winterfest.

We wish the Blackwood D&D Winterfest Committee 
another successful event this year.

Next Meeting: will be Wednesday 8th July 7.00pm, in 
the Presidents Room at the Showgrounds. If you would 
like to know more about the Committee or the Agricultural 
Society’s role in the Community, contact mob. 0437 602 836 
(Calls only – no Texts) or email: admin@bridgetownshow.
com.au website address is www.bridgetownshow.com.au 
like us on Facebook ‘Bridgetown Agricultural Show’ .
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Soils – New Horizons
Aims to promote best practice, evidence-based fertiliser 
decisions in high rainfall pastures. Supporting farm profitability 
and reducing environmental risk.

Expression of interest for the Soils - New Horizons program is now open!

What is included
� Subsidised soil sample analysis

 ▫ $300 for new participants.
 ▫ $25 per paddock for returnees  

(min. cost $300).

� Soil sampling equipment to keep for 
ongoing use.

� Training to take representative  
soil samples.

� Detailed tabular and mapping reports.

� Comprehensive workshop covering key 
macronutrients (P, K, S) and soil acidity, 
with report interpretation.

� Complete soil sampling and whole farm 
nutrient mapping program valued over $4000.

Timeline
• 	DIY	soil	sampling	field	days	in	October/

November
• DIY soil sampling November to January
• Whole Farm Nutrient Mapping Workshops 

and	delivery	of	reports	February/March
• Accu-spread	workshops	March/April

Eligibility
• Must be within the >550 mm annual 

rainfall zone, outside of current Healthy 
Estuaries WA priority catchments

• Only	pasture/hay	paddocks	included	 
(no paddocks in crop, or under perennial 
or annual horticulture)

• Farms with an arable area greater than 
40 ha used for pasture
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Find out more
Albany	Office:	+61	8	9892	8444
Manjimup	Office:	+61	8	9777	0000
nutrientmapping@dpird.wa.gov.au
facebook.com/WholeFarmNutrientMapping

This activity is part of Soils – New Horizons, a bilateral partnership between the Australian Government 
and the Western Australian Government (DPIRD), and acknowledges a funding contribution from Healthy 
Estuaries WA, a State Government program.

Scan for expressions of 
interest in the whole farm 
nutrient mapping program

Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development

Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation
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Mobile IT/Computer  
Problem Solver

Bridgetown-based, serving clients across the 
South-West onsite and remotely.

tmb@itechwa.com.au

0413 136 964
www.itechwa.com.au

Finke Desert Race
Continued from back page...“A tree change is how our new 
life is dubbed, but I also like old places and things, so it was 
easy to feel settled.

“Buying a house and finding work we have cemented 
our lives here.” 

When asked if they will compete again the answer was 
an emphatic “Yes, but not for a few years.”

The winning vehicle team completed the 460-kilometre 
race to Aputula (Finke Town) and back in 3 hours, 23 
minutes and 6 seconds.

The fastest bike, David Walsh’s motorbike crossed the 
finish line in a time of 3 hours, 49 minutes and 27.9 seconds.

While there were many stories of the tribulations faced 
by the competitors over the weekend, the race was sadly 
marred by the tragic death of a competitor on day one. 

W.A. Bush Fire Museum 
and Heritage Group
Continued from the Cover...“All the sixteen fire fighting 
vehicles in the museum have had a significant influence 
on the development of fire fighting in this state, with 
improvement in safety for the fire fighters, vehicle 
development and the clothing worn which all go to help tell 
the story and development of fighting bush fires.”

A major turning point in vehicle and crew safety came 
after 2012 following the death of firefighter Wendy Bearfoot 
who perished in a vehicle burn over during the devastating 
Black Cat Creek bushfire in that year.

In 2013 a national standardisation for crew safety, with drop 
down curtains and sprinkler systems was initiated on all trucks.

DPAW district fire co-ordinator Vince Hilder said, 
“The safety equipment in the fire trucks, as well as staff 
training around what to do in a burn-over have improved 
significantly since Mrs Bearfoot’s death.”

Chris continues, “Also, on display is ‘Koala Bill’, a fire 
fighting mascot used during the 1980s and ‘90s. Koala Bill 
toured schools informing and educating children in regards 
to fire prevention.

“Parks and Wildlife are donating to the museum a lookout 
tower cabin which was atop a fire lookout near Nannup, 
another wonderful piece of firefighting history which will be 
on display. 

“This new building is the beginning of the plans we have 
for the museum site. There is a need for us to provide toilets, 
a parking area, and lean-to buildings along the museum 
to house the equipment which needs protection from the 
weather.

“With stage two we are looking to build a further 
1,000m2 of shed space to house the trucks and equipment, 
along with the documents we receive deliveries of each 
month.”

Chris Sousa has always had an absolute passion for the 
collection of firefighting memorabilia, he concludes with, 
“It is anticipated the museum will be an important showcase 
in displaying the history of fighting bush fires in Western 
Australia.”

Bridgetown Golf Club Inc
Wood Raffle
The winner of the wood raffle held on 19 June was 
Simon Harrington.  The Golf Club extends thanks 
and appreciation to the community for supporting this 
raffle. Glen Norris



Advertisements, Advertorial and Community Editorial copy in The Mailbag are the responsibility of the author. The views expressed
are not necessarily those of The Mailbag. While The Mailbag makes every reasonable effort to ensure that no misleading claims or statements are
made, responsibility is not accepted by The Mailbag for statements made or for failure of any products or services to give satisfaction. Inclusions
of a product or service should not be construed as an endorsement or recommendation by The Mailbag. Any pricing or agreements can
be reviewed at the discretion of The Mailbag, with notification to our advertisers as soon as possible after that review has been made.

South West Removals & Storage
“on Time, on Budget, every time

You'll see our trucks passing through
www.swremovals.com.au

email: sales@swremovals.com.au

9725 4766

Weekly Perth deliveries, all South West areas and North West.  Short or long term storage,
Everything wrapped in woolen blankets, whether we're going 400m or 400 kms.

Are you moving soon
Call Us at South West Removals and Storage  

Local and family owned

A Place of Healing

Dorn Spinal Therapy
Dry Needling
Hair Analysis

Ray Murphy
Dip App Sc MATMS

Naturopath
Herbs & Healing 
for Women 
Herbal Blends 
WA flower Essences

Call 0420 939 838 Call 0487 193 815

Bronwyn Whiteford
Adv Dip WHM  MATMS

Herbalist

Bird's eye view of a giant Yarri (Blackbutt) captured by Jon SteerBilly Higginson

Finke Desert Race
Local residents Nartasha and Shayn McNicholl took part 

in this year's Finke Desert Race, a three-day event taking place 
from June 5 to June 8, a race which spans 446 kilometres from 
Alice Springs to Aputula (Finke Town) and back. 

This year's Finke marked the 50th-anniversary of the 
event. The numbers taking part this year saw more than 150 
cars and 670 motorbikes competing, making it the biggest in 
the competition's history.

2026 is the fifth time the pair have competed in this event. 
Whilst living and working in Alice Springs they competed in 
1986, 87, 89. Then returning in 2017 to compete again, but 
coming away with an injury, and returning nine years later to 
compete this year.

Shayn was riding his Yamaha WR 450, with Tarsh being 
the support, the backup and the pit crew, as one can only 
imagine it's a joint effort to compete in this gruelling event, 
with the Finke Desert Race being a shared passion.  

Shayn came 247th in the event, 3 hours and 17 minutes on 
the first leg, 3 hours 13minutes on the return, having a 
combined time of 6 hours 30 minutes. Crashing a couple of 
times, but only causing minor damage to the bike, but one 
time, bending the handle bars and breaking the clutch lever 

which made it hard to get the bike going, once moving the 
gear changes were easy, finding a replacement clutch lever of 
sorts for the return leg was harder. 

Says Shayn, “The 'Finke' certainly challenges riders and 
drivers with extreme desert terrain, including deep sand, 
wash aways, steep inclines, corrugations and loads of dust. 
Which all makes for a worthwhile and memorable 
experience.

“To get there, Bridgetown to Alice Springs it's a three-day 
journey over, then three days back, so it takes a lot of 
planning. We managed to shred a couple of tyres on the car, 
and I mean shredded, torn to ribbons, on the way. 

“The race starts with a prologue to set times, the fastest 
competitors going first, with the race commencing on the 
Sunday and returning on the Monday.

“An interesting fact about the race's name is that when the 
train travelled from Adelaide to Alice Springs it would stop 
over at Aputula to get water from the Finke River, so Aputula 
also become known as Finke Town.” Shayn explains.

Around two years ago whilst travelling around Australia 
Tarsh and Shayn stopped over in Bridgetown for about a 
week at the caravan park. They were so taken by the place 
they bought a house in town and have now made Bridgetown 
home. Shayn is a fly in fly out worker with Tarsh being a 
support worker in town. 

Tarsh continues with, “From when first staying in 
Bridgetown, we both felt so welcomed being here, it's like 
we both belonged...Continued on page 15 

Shayn and Nartasha McNicholl with Survivor Spike


