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St Brigid's Patchwork Tapestry He asked Pamela Pratico to bring his idea to fruition

by sewing, patchworking, appliqueing and quilting the
One of the little treasures that will be on show during the 120th Y SIS, PEChw & appliquemng quittng

: - M ‘ sections into the tapestry.
year anniversary of St Brigid's Parish is the patchwork tapestry in St In 1973 Tony and Pam Pratico were newlyweds

Brigid's Church; this tapestry has hung on the back wall of St jiying in a caravan in Wokalup. Tony was then working
Brigid's Church now for fifty-one years and has now been listed in  for the Department of Agricultural. Pam took on the
Bridgetown-Greenbushes Art Trail Booklet. task of completing each section and then stitching the

Father Noel Fitzsimmons was the driving force behind the tapestry together.
patchwork tapestry, his vision was it would be seven metres long Father Noel would visit Pam once a week to see how
and 1.5metres high, the concept arising from a tapestry he delighted  the tapestry was progressing. Because of the small size
in when visiting a small church in England. of the caravan Pam and Tony were living in, he thought

Father Noel had the paper patterns of the design which was tobe  she would have more space in the convent and suggested
used, and he had various bolts of different cloth and the idea to make  the tapestry could be moved there to be completed.
the tapestry in sections, he was only lacking the knowledge and Pam surprised everyone by completing the task in
knowhow to complete his idea. the caravan in three months. The completed tapestry, a
rolled buddle of material was then placed on the floor of
the ground floor passageway of the convent, the only
place big enough to roll the tapestry out.

How to hang the tapestry was a dilemma and the
next task. Pam, Sister Rose, the cook at the Convent
and former parishioner and Myrtle Rose sewed loops
along the top edge of the tapestry so it could be hung on
atimber curtain rail on the back wall of the church.

The tapestry tells the story of the Bible, starting in
the Garden of Eden and finishing with the Book of
Revelations in the New Testament.

The tapestry hangs in the open and has certainly
stood the test of time over the last fifty-one years
E ' T remaining a colourful welcoming sight for all those
‘I:on Pratico with his daughter Susie Woodall pictured with the Tapestry Who enter the church... Continued on page 13

\THERIGHT STUFF.For Landholders

— EGO cordless power equipment: Industry leading
— Go ARC Lithium battery technology, delivering relentless
[TTTL L@l Power, superior performance, and longer battery run times.

Self-propelled
lawnmower" ',

POWER + ¢
1300 Blower

POWER + 20" - 50cm
Chainsaw
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—Bridgetown - Boyup Brook - Nannup
Accountants )

Our Services

Daisy Bygott, Zoe Allington and Jorji Harper at rehearsals

ey C L I T R s i - Dangers of Complacency

Bridgetown Repertory Theatre’s next production is

A ’ H*tlers Tasters, a fictional retelling of a story of young

SOftwa re SerVIces - SMSF S German women conscripted to taste Adolf Hitler’s food for
poison in that anxious period towards the end of the war.

This play was put forward by Julia Robinson for

consideration to be staged by the theatre. It’s a play which
has strong female roles, a play which Julia reasoned would

Estate & Succession Planning

116 Hampton Street 21 Bridge Street 67 Warren Road be easy to produce, having only three cast members and only
BRIDGETOWN WA 6255 BOYUP BROOK WA 6244 NANNUP WA 6275 one stage setting.

08 9761-1236 08 9765-2999 08 9756-3063 Julia first came to the Repertory around twelve months

admin@hpb.com.au adminbbk@hpb.com.au LTIl ac0 when she appeared in the “Women in Black” musical in

the role of Patty, a play for which she was also the musical

www.hpb.com.au director. Julia has also been working backstage and was the

stage manager for the Repertory production ‘Bridgetown has
got Talent’.

Those on the production committee were convinced of
her abilities, and they informed Julia they would support her
in producing the play. The outcome was unexpected, Julia

: found herself in the driving seat.

Julia now had a role as a debut director, “We have around

ten weeks to stage this play and I have had a lot of wonderful

support from the Repertory.
BY VENNESSA “Robert Benson-Parry is my mentor with the directing, he
has also built the set design.

“Jude Sutherland is my wonderful stage manager; Ray
Murphy is on sound and Riyana Diallo is doing the lighting.
Sue Bottomly sourced the costumes from the extensive
repertory wardrobe.

“The three cast members are Jorji Harper, Zoe Allington
and Daisy Bygott.

“All three are first time actors with the Bridgetown
Repertory and they are all on stage throughout the entire
play. They have taken on the mammoth task of learning the

HOT WATER EXTRACTION dialogue-rich play as well as the stage craft needed for their

interact.ions with each other during the play.
DRY CARPET CLEANING | et
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Festival of Country Gardens

Autumn Festival
Saturday 4th May and Sunday Sth May.

Autumn promises cooler brisk days and the opportunity = =~
to enjoy the russet and gold tints of the season. Celebrating q Ell ﬁ'{t
its 25th year, the Festival of Country Gardens invites Im 10

M3048816115116/78
Eielliottjj3@bigpond’com

emes |c Commerciall | ndustrla

you to visit delightful private gardens in Bridgetown,
Balingup, Greenbushes, Manjimup and Pemberton.
Ranging from small acreage to larger country properties,
visitors can enjoy a variety of garden spaces including
annual and perennial plantings, hardy exotics, Australian
natives, majestic gums and many other deciduous trees.
Architectural salvage and unique sculptural pieces
enhance the spaces of some of the gardens, together with
natural water ways creating a feature.

At some of the gardens there will be morning and
afternoon tea available, plants for sale, art and garden art
for sale and more....

Festival dates are Saturday May 4th and Sunday May
5th. Weekend tickets $60 per person allows access to all
open gardens, or purchase tickets $8 per garden at each
garden gate.

Further information on the Festival, including entrance
times, garden locations and descriptions can be found at
www.festivalofcountrygardens.com.au

Ticket purchasing at https://www.trybooking.com or
follow us on Facebook: Festival of Country Gardens.

PICTURESQUE LIVING AT ITS BEST!
From $649,000

Set on just over an acre, this light and bright three
bedroom, two bathroom home is an absolute gem!

* Open plan living which encompasses a well-designed
kitchen, dining room and spacious lounge

* An abundance of natural light

* Wood burner and split system AC

e Built-in robes and linen cupboard

* Solar panels, and an approximately 110,000L water

tank
* Fully fenced, with a variety of fruit trees Call Donna Read today for a private viewing!
(08) 9761 2722
BRI ACKWOOD VAIT EY 0456 314 972
Ranal Ectate donna@blackwoodvalley.com

107 Hampton Street, Bridgetown WA 6255
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Come in and check out our range of bespoke
products in Bridgetowns very own homebase.

Indoor & Outdoor Blinds - Curtains - Shutters
Kitchens and Cabinets - Tiles
Carpets - Vinyl and Laminate flooring
Baths - Taps - Toilets - Showers - Sinks
21 Steere Street - Bridgetown - WA 6055
Tony & Helen Thornton
PH: (08) 97612232 Mob: 0426 133 244

My Autesparky
0474 279 75%

myautosparky@icloud.com
FB: My Autosparky

Auto Air Conditioning
AU 39982

00OQ: L 124440
Q0O .
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Bridgetown Historical
Society

One of the projects for the Bridgetown Historical Society
(BHS) this year will be creating an orcharding museum
in the Exhibition Shed, at the rear of the Police Station
Museum, to display all the historical orcharding equipment
donated to BHS. Eight to ten interpretive panels around
the room will tell the story of orcharding, in particular
apples, in Bridgetown. We will also be conducting oral
history interviews with people associated with orchards in
Bridgetown.

One of the tasks for this project is to create a book of
recipes — Heritage Apple Recipes from Bridgetown and
we would welcome recipes you might have stored away
in a back cupboard. If you would like to contribute to this
recipe book, a meeting has been planned for Thursday 11
April 2024 in the BHS office at 5 Civic Lane at 10.00am.
This happens to be during Heritage Week. So, bring your
heritage recipes or email them to bridgetownhistory@iinet.
net.au Queries: 0487 592 704  Lee Wittenoon BHS

Show Talk

Improvements to the grounds and buildings is a priority
at the moment. A big thank you to Joel Giblett for replacing
the ridge capping on Centenary Hall. The addition of whirly
birds in the roof of the Wool Pavilion is next on the list and
the Junior Farmers Hall will have Airconditioning added
and additional kitchen cupboard, fridge and bench space.
These improvements will all benefit those who hire the
grounds and buildings.

The Downunder Country Music event was very
well patronised and many who camped at the grounds
commented on how much they loved spending time and
money in our town with our interesting little shops. Even
the Op Shops were very well patronised. It was a pleasure
to have them visit and they left the grounds very clean.

Future events at the grounds during the Winterfest are
the Blackwood Dungeon and Dragons and the possibility
of an Antique Fair again in Centenary Hall.

We have noticed that some people are again using the
grounds to exercise their dogs. Please note the signage
stating ‘No Dogs ‘on the Showgrounds means ‘No Dogs’.
People hiring the grounds do not want to share it with dog
poo.

Our next Meeting will be the AGM, followed by the
General Meeting on Wednesday 10th April 7.00pm start, in
the Presidents Room at the Showgrounds. Anyone wishing
to attend the AGM are very welcome.

If you would like to know more about the Committee or
the Agricultural Society’s role in the Community, contact
mob. 0437 602 836 or email: info@bridgetownshow.com.
au website address is www.bridgetownshow.com.au like us
on Facebook ‘Bridgetown Agricultural Show’ or follow us
on Instagram.

Puddletown

Toys & Children’s Wear
Lawralyn Lovelle

119 Hampton Street,
Bridgetown W.A. 6255

Tel: (08) 9761 1611

e: puddletown@westnet.com.au
www.puddletown.com.au

www.thequalityshop.com.au



Probus Proudly Going to
The Dogs

The Probus Club of Bridgetown Blackwood Valley is F
open to all semi-retired and fully retired residents in the
Blackwood Valley region. -

The Club’s ideals are Fun, Fellowship and Friendship.

On Wednesday 17 April the club is delighted to extend a
a warm invitation to its members and guests for a special Keep the b""ds out Of your
gathering at the Community and Recreation Centre on ~
Warren Road in Nannup to welcome guest speakers from frUIt trees.
Guide Dogs WA: a supervisor, a volunteer and two trainee
dogs will all attend.

gOver two one-hour sessions with a lunch break in DIY OrChO rd StrUCtU res
between, we will delve into the remarkable work of raising
and training these incredible working dogs which support from chCkPOts-
people with low or no vision, with disability or illness
and discover firsthand how these magnificent dogs are
transforming lives and making an indelible impact on our
community.

“The team from Guide Dogs WA have come across
from Bussselton, Margaret River so we have arranged to
have the day in Nannup, it being roughly half way, so it
helps with the logistics.” Stephen Blackman the newly Scan here for more information.
elected president of Probus explains.

“I had found out an experienced volunteer guide dog Call 9337 2211
trainer had recently moved to Busselton and had informed
the association she could quite easily train the guide dogs
in south west, whereas in the past the dogs have all been
trained in Perth.

“So, it has given us a wonderful opportunity to have
an insight in what it takes to nurture and train a guide dog.

“I myself have had an interest with how guide dogs are . .
trained as my brother back in the UK has now accepted to Marine & Rural Supplies
train his nineteenth dog as a guide dog. www.crackpots.com.au | sales@crackpots.com.au
...Continued on page 11

—&— Open7days
STABLES 7-30am—8.00pm

BRIDGETOWN Shopping locally builds our community
Phone 9761 1044

Baked Provisions has been creating
award winning Pies in Perth since 2010

We now carry their full
range in store

Savoury Pies, delicious cakes
and sweet desserts.
Something to satisfy every craving.

: All of the delicious sweets
come in a 2 pack perfect for sharing
. - - or just treating yourself twice!
Congratulatlons to Jodi In April spend $100 or more and go
winner of the last months IGA Voucher into the draw to win a $200 IGA Voucher
109 Hampton Street Bridgetown {Eﬂ Everyday
thestables.igaonline.com.au Wby  Seniors Card = Seniors Discount
32nd year... The Mailbag April 2nd 2024 Page 5




M| TALISON — SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY
Craig's Corner - With Craig Dawson

Harmony Week

Greenbushes Lithium Operation (Mine, Site)
personnel recently celebrated Harmony Week,
with both our Talison team members and
contractors taking part in a series of engaging
activities focused on celebrating and deepening
our understanding of diversity, inclusion and unity.

Across the Mine and offices in Perth and Bunbury,
there was enthusiastic participation in various
events, from sharing cherished family recipes to
team quizzes. It was great to see the theme of
"Everyone Belongs," embraced across our
operations by teams who engaged in the friendly
and collaborative daily Harmony Week quiz.

Rail Building Relocation

In early March, the historic railway station building
in North Greenbushes was relocated from its
original location to a new spot behind the
Greenbushes Discovery Centre. This relocation
marks a new chapter in the station's history, and
Talison is proud to have supported this significant
project, spearheaded by the Greenbushes
Discovery Centre with support from by the Shire of
Bridgetown-Greenbushes.

Now that the railway station has found its new
home at the Greenbushes Discovery Centre, it is
undergoing restoration to make it accessible to the
public and ensure the long-term preservation of
this important landmark and cultural heritage for
the community's benefit.

Detailed Feasibility Study into Recommissioning Relocating the North Greenbushes Railway Station

Greenbushes to Bunbury Rail line update

Talison, South West Development Commission, Arc Infrastructure and Aurizon recently conducted
Community Information Sessions in Bridgetown and Manjimup as part of the ongoing study into
recommissioning the Greenbushes to Bunbury rail line. These sessions build on engagement
initiatives undertaken in 2023, which included multiple sessions in Greenbushes, Balingup,
Donnybrook, Mullalyup, Dardanup, Boyanup and Kirup.

Talison and the project partners are committed to ensuring community perspectives are reflected
in the study by actively incorporating feedback from these sessions into relevant project areas.
Thank you to those who have participated in these sessions or provided feedback through phone
and email channels.

For the latest developments or enquiries, please email info@talisonrail.com or call 1800 418 581.

TALISONLITHIUM.COM @ (w)
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Community Investment Program

The Bridgetown Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade now has a new welfare vehicle thanks to a
$138,000 donation from Talison’s Community Investment Program (CIP). The Ford Ranger
4WD, equipped with a purpose-built canopy, will provide essential amenities like tea, coffee,
water and snacks at forward control points during emergencies.

It will also distribute meals to
emergency volunteers and can
tow the existing welfare trailer,
expanding its reach during
incidents.

| had the great pleasure of g ——ag

being provided a rundown of “a=lll
the vehicle by Bridgetown
Volunteer  Bushfire  Brigade
Captain Millie Nedelkovski who
explained to me how the
welfare  vehicle has the
ability to provide both rapid
response and support at a

second location during incidents v

with deployment of their Pictured: Talison General Manager — Operations, Craig Dawson, with
Bridgetown Volunteer Bushfire Brigade Captain Millie Nedelkovski, Special
Projects Officer Brian Jones, and Brigade Treasurer Kevin Wrightson.

ey
WELFARE VEH:TLE gl
=

existing welfare trailer.

I'm also proud to share an update on the significant contribution Talison has made to Bridgetown
Primary School through the CIP. Talison recently provided $141,742, to assist the school in
enhancing their playground facilities for students of all ages. They have since purchased six (6)
pieces of new play equipment, including a large play module specifically designed for children aged
four to six years old. Additionally, the funding has helped purchase and install two (2) new water
drinking fountains, a picnic table, seating and audio-visual equipment in the undercover assembly
area. Recently | was provided a tour of the new facilities and was pleased to see how the
improvements are benefiting students' physical, social and emotional wellbeing.

The four pillars of Talison’s CIP
are:
e Quality Education
e Sustainable Environments
and Biodiversity
Improvement
e Health and Wellbeing; and
e Vibrant & Sustaining
communities.

The Talison CIP is designed to
offer funding opportunities for
strategic programs and
projects, which drive the
development of social capital
and local ownership. If you have
a project that aligns with one or
more of the CIP pillars, please
contact the Community Team to
discuss potentially applying for

Pictured: Talison General Manager — Operations, Craig Dawson, with
fundi b i Bridgetown Primary School Principal, Judith Dadson (right) and Bridgetown

unding su ppc_)rt ; Yy i emailing Primary School Deputy Principal Kellee O’Dwyer (left).
gbhcontact@talisonlithium.com.

TALISONLITHIUM.COM
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Madzingira will be visiting Bridgetown on
Thursday 18 April and available to speak to
members of the public. No appointment is necessary as
Sara and Hellen will be at the Community Kiosk between
10:30 — 2:30 to answer any questions you may have.
Advocacy WA provides a range of advocacy
services for people with disabilities living in the South

Do you know your
. West. Anyone with a disability can access this free and
I‘IghtS as a person independent service. We are based out of our main

office in Bunbury and visit Bridgetown every other

Wit h d is a bi I it 2 month. However, if you need us to come more often we
y . will — just let us know!

Advocacy WA advocates for social change

and service improvement in areas including

accommodation, employment and financial security,

education and training, transport, and access to
specialist health services. Here is an example of how

A

Disability advocates Sara Gunning and Hellen
3

aduocai:vr

Come along and get we helped someone recently:
some FREE ADVICE at: Susie, a mother of two children aged 15 and 18,
has Motor Neuron Disease. The National Disability
. Insurance Scheme (NDIS) asked her to move into
a group-style home and Susie asked Advocacy WA
—_— s - _@ to help her appeal this decision and get Specialist

Disability Accommodation (SDA) funding to continue
. to live independently. Due to the intervention of
Brldgetown Advocacy WA, the NDIS revised their previous
decision and Susie was found eligible to move into her
A own apartment.

Thursday, 18 April 2024 Advocacy WA also delivers workshops to help
people navigate the NDIS and Disability Support
10:30am - 2:30pm Pension (DSP) in Bridgetown — the next workshop
is on Thursday 23 May. Contact us at community@

Community Kiosk, Hampton St advocacywa.org.au to find out more.
Want to meet others with lived experience of disability

who meet regularly in Bridgetown to advocate for local
Contact (Y ORI ) L TR LRSI RO, people?  Contact Community  Disability  Advocacy

Network (CDAN) at cdanbridgetown@gmail.com

Neil MacQuarie, Nichole Gibbs, Wendy Ayres, Anne Gething
and Sue Keating, Special guests at the opening

CWA did it.....

It took 3 years of fundraising with cake stalls, raffles and
catering for community events to finalize our new look kitchen and
meeting space, officially opened by CWA of WA State President
Anne Gething on Tuesday 19th March.

From..... this to this Phots on right ;

CWA Bridgetown is proud of its achievement which couldn’t After
have happened without the men from the Bunbury Regional e rented out for weddings, parties, meetings and
Prison who made, installed and painted their hearts out, the yares complete with a cati:ring service or Just a
Shire of Bridgetown/Greenbushes who granted us funds for new cuppa. Funds raised will go back into supporting
appliances and of course the entire Bridgetown community who  ha [ocal community.

happily supported our efforts by buying up big at our events. For more information email anita54@jinet.net.au
The end result is now a small open community space that can . text 0431 374 753
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JOHN RICH REAL ESTATE

Where your Real Estate needs come first
For more information please contact
John Rich: 0429 101 264 & Lisa Rich: 0429 111 848

65A Abel Street Boyup Brook WA 6244

www.johnrichrealestate.com.au

info@johnrichrealestate.com.au

ABN 18969738322

With John Rich Real Estate you are in the best of company we offer a
diverse way to market your property by putting you in the drivers
seat. It can also be daunting to purchase a property and we can
provide you with the right local knowledge to help you find the
property of your dreams.

We look forward to discussing your real estate needs with you.

We offer a No Sale — No Fee Policy with No Hidden Costs
We offer a Generous Pensioner Discount
Competitive Selling Fees we are Open to Discussions
Free Appraisals Available

All Listings are Advertised on the Following Websites
www.johnrichrealestate.com.au
www.realestate.com.au
www.reiwa.com.au
www.commercialrealestate.com.au (for Farms & Commercial)
www.realestateview.com.au
Facebook, Boyup Brook Gazette, Preston Press and Mailbag We
also get contacted by people from Yahoo & Google searches

32nd year ... The Mailbag April 2nd 2024 Page 9



FISHERS
Z TYRE CENTRE

STEVE FISHER
Your Local Tndependent Tyne Dearler
LICENSED REPAIRER MRB 1084

© 9761 1184

ALL BRANDS OF TYRES + WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & BALANCING ® MUFFLERS
TRUCK & CAR TYRE REPAIRS ® SUPERCHARGE BATTERIES
OPPOSITE THE FIRE STATION
UNIT 6~7, 168 HAMPTON STREETe BRIDGETOWN

B Ackwoob
Heavy

Tir
BRIDGETOWN

Mob: 0410 026 072
Ph: 9761 2469
e: ass@iinet.net.au

© 12 Tonne capable slip + tilt

®Machinery movement up to 12 tonne

®Break down + towing service

® Sale of sea containers - 1 trip - near new

®Sea container movement

®Bogie drive diff lock - crawler gear

Buy and Sell 2nd Hand
20ft sea containers

U PACK | SHIFT REMOVALS

® Sea Container Fully Equipt with
® Blankets @ Ramp @ Ropes
® Packing boxes available
® \Vill move almost anything

David & Sherylyn Gawel
Ph: 0400 226 721

MRB 4162 AU29953

Servicing Bridgetown
and the Southwest

Boyup Property Maintenance

% Gutter Cleaning (house, Shed etc)

* Pressure Washing (roofs, driveways etc)
* Solar Panel Cleaning

* Flue Cleaning

% Fully Insured, Police Clearance

Servicing Boyup Brook and Beyond to 100ks.
Call Rob 0438 113 870

[m Carpet Cleaning
Service
Stephen Murphy

Servicing the Warren Blackwood Area
We Specialize in: Carpets - Lounges and
Cleaning and Re-Sealing of Tile and Vinyl Flooring

Phone 0408 922 053

email: elite.murphy@outlook.com

27 Arnott Street, Manjimup. W.A. 6258
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Transition
Bridgetown

At the Blackwood Regen Fest held recently, a
collaboration between Blackwood Events for the Earth
groups, the community expressed support for Transition
Bridgetown’s initiative to start a Repair Cafe in Bridgetown!

Repair Cafés have become increasingly popular in
regional communities. Most recently they have set up in
Donnybrook and Manjimup. It’s time we took this initiative
in Bridgetown.

A Repair Café is not somewhere you just leave an item
to be repaired. Rather it is a place where you can bring your
old appliance/furniture/clothing/tool/luggage/computer (or
whatever) and talk to someone who can see whether it is able
to be repaired, and who can work with you to do that repair
if possible. It is a way not only of making things last longer,
but also of skilling ourselves in how to repair old things
rather than discarding them and creating yet more waste.

If we were to have a Repair Cafe in Bridgetown,
we would probably start operating once-a-month, in a
convenient location.

We would need to recruit a range of volunteers with
repair skills who would be prepared to offer their services
on a monthly basis.

Transition Bridgetown is holding an ‘Open Space’
meeting to discuss this possibility. We have invited people
from existing Repair Cafés to come and help us by sharing
their experience.

If you are interested in volunteering your skills, helping
out, or simply supporting the idea and want to know more,
please come to our Open Space on Sunday 21 April at
4.30pm, in the Uniting Church Hall. We look forward to
seeing you there!

For further information or if the date doesn’t suit you to
come along but you are interested, please contact Jim Ife on
0411 048 741 or email jimife@iinet.net.au

‘We are really keen to promote the use of the Wash Against
Waste Trailer that makes it possible to organise low/no waste
events. Whether it is a community or a private event, we’d
love you to consider ‘hiring’ the wash trailer. The Wash
Trailer will assist with reducing waste going to landfill.
It is equipped with everything you need to cater for 150+
people. This includes a gazebo, trestles, urn, washing bowls,
aprons as well as reusable plates, bowls, cutlery, mugs and
napkins. Conditions apply and a donation towards general
maintenance and insurances is required. We’d love to chat
with you so please email transitionbridgetownl9@gmail.
com and we can talk more!

It was wonderful that shire councillors were able to
have significant conversations with Regen Fest goers at
their Lemons to Lemonade stall! The topics identified as
being important in our community included water resilience,
sustainability and quality, re-vegetating verges, food security,
bushfire mitigation, waste minimisation, biosecurity, low/
no waste events, renewable energy, alternative housing,
regenerative agriculture and more! Thank you to all shire
councillors and to Alexa Tunmer — Sustainability and
Environment Officer for our shire, for making themselves
available to chat with residents in our area.

Look for the article on the 2024 Regen Fest elsewhere in
this edition of the Mailbag!

Coming up we have these Open Space dates to please
put in your diary:

April 21st — Repair Cafe; June 22nd - Zero Carbon
Footprint/Climate Positive; July 21st - Heat Vulnerability/
Drought; August [date to be decided]- Waste Reduction.

See you soon!!

The Mailbag is online www.thequalityshop.com.au



Probus Proudly Going to
The Dogs

Continued from page 5...“The dogs really have such a short
working life, only around six to seven years, and not all
dogs who enter the training program become guide dogs,
those that don’t make the cut can go on to be hearing
dogs, companion dogs or health dogs for those with as an
example, Epilepsy, the dogs can be trained to smell the
chemical signs which leads to an attack.

“Probus activities are for retired people, new members
and guests are very welcome to attend these events and
are asked to book by contacting me, Stephen Blackman on
0400 403 778 or by email to bbvprobus@gmail.com

Stephen concludes “there will be ‘car pooling’ from the
Spencer Street car park to make it easy for those wanting
to attend.”

Do you have a few hours a

week to spare?

Country Health South West are holding a Volunteer
Recruitment Roadshow around the southwest region, “We
are looking for volunteers for our local hospitals.

“We are looking for volunteers from all age groups who
are 18 years plus in age, and those from all backgrounds
to take on a number of tasks, from visiting inpatients in
hospital, as a volunteer driver to take patients home or to
outpatient’s appointments, as a part of Therapy animal
teams and as volunteers interested in being consumer
representatives in health meetings.

“We will be in Bridgetown on Wednesday May 22nd
and will be at the Community Resource Centre from 10am
to 12 midday.

“We’ll have a morning tea to entice people in and some
of our current volunteers will be here who can talk about
the benefits of volunteering in health.” Cheryl Jewsbury,
Regional Volunteer Coordinator WA Country Health
Service South West in Bunbury Hospital explained.

Cheryl is based at Bunbury Hospital and manages all
the volunteer teams there. She has been asked to try to set
up a volunteer service in the regional hospitals.

If you would like further information, you can contact
Cheryl on M: 0459 462 885 T: 9720 5939 or by email
Cheryl.Jewsbury@health.wa.gov.au

Bridgetown CRC Volunteering Project

Towards the end of May we are planning to have another
event, the publication of a small collection of retired
volunteers” anecdotes about the unusual, unanticipated, and
amusing facets their volunteering days. These vignettes will
be collated and edited by young people in our community and
then published electronically as well as in hard copy format.
If you would like to become a ‘random volunteer’ or, if you
are a retired volunteer with an amusing anecdote to share,
please contact Kaye at the Bridgetown CRC. Phone on
9761 2712. Kaye McLennan

Danny & Monica

DR & ML Contractors

Bitumen Driveways, Shed Pads
Excavator & Bobcat Site Clean-ups
Sand and Gravel Supply, Garden Kerbing

MOBILITY SUPPLIES

SALES & HIRE

® WHEEL CHAIRS

® WALKERS

® CRUTCHES

® WALKING CANES
and much more

© MOBILE FOLDING COMMODES

ANGELO LoglubpicE P 9731 1059 :

88 South Western Highway, Donnybrook

Agents for
WATTYL
paints &
accessories
Reticulation
& Design
Electrical
Fittings & Lighting,
Tiles & accessories

‘gr.dgefam\

PA NT

@f

Craig & Nadine Pitts
46b Rose Street, Bridgetown

Phone: 9761 4422
btnpaint@bigpond.net.au

Service & Repairs
to All Vehicles
Penrite Oil Stockist
Geoff Larkworthy
Tel: 08 9761 1226

101 Hampton St., Bridgetown

OSTEOPATHY

Rowland Benjamin D.O
a registered
Osteopath
is in practice in
Bridgetown.
He treats muscle
and joint problems such as chronic
or intermittent pain with hands-on
manipulation. Advice may be given
on posture, stress and exercise.
For enquiries or
appointment phone

9761 4558

For more information visit

AU:61785

OVERLAND

AUTO ELECTRICAL

gﬂf
“

MINING - CIVIL - AGRICULTURE

* Heavy Machine Breakdowns
- Diagnostics and Repair
- Air Conditioning Repair and Service
- Caterpillar, Komatsu, Hitachi and More
Servicing the Greenbushes and Bridgetown area
0407 464 398 ' admin@overlandautoelectrical.com.au

www.rowlandbenjamin.com

BLACKWOOD VALLEY
PET GROOMING SERVICE

Established 1996
for professional
Grooming,
Clipping,

Hydro Bathing
Flea rinsing &
& Nail Trimming &}
for all breeds
of Dogs & Cats'" %
STACEY APPLING
Ph:9761 1404

ROGER MACHIN
LICENSED SURVEYOR

“The only Licensed Surveyor resident in this region”

p: 0498 644 015

a: Shop 5, 159 Hampton St Bridgetown 6255
w: www.bridgetownsurveying.com.au
e: roger@bridgetownsurveying.com.au
“Servicing the Lower South West
and Central Great Southern since 1978”

32nd year ...
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Blackwood Regen-Fest 2024 -
Local and Loving it!

Around 400 people soaked up the glorious autumn sunshine as the
Ashbil Community Garden came alive on Saturday 23rd March for the
2024 Blackwood Regen Fest. Punters reveled in the electric atmosphere,
smiles and good vibes while perusing local wares and produce, learning
new skills and sharing with other likeminded community members.

There were 30 stalls on offer representing local community groups,
ethical businesses, regen producers, councilors, arts and crafts groups
and people offering proactive, regenerative solutions to the myriad of
today’s social and environmental challenges.

Volunteering is a core tenet of this local event and Bridgetown
Greenbushes’ generous spirit was on display with people donating their
time to man the Transition Bridgetown wash trailer and cook a delicious
healthy gourmet lunch wrap made lovingly with local produce. The
kids had a great time with the pinata activity, and the adults enjoyed
the variety of interesting and informative workshops hosted by local
experts.

There was an opportunity to get up close and personal with electric
vehicles and miniature goats. The Blackwood Environmental Society
took the opportunity to show off their new shade house space while
selling a variety of local plants to help to green our farms and properties.
The amazing BYA YEOp Shop fashion show was the perfect end to the
day with local models of all ages shining in the spotlight showing off
diverse op shop outfits.

This collaborative event was a huge success and made possible with
the generous support of local sponsors Rotary Club of Bridgetown,
Greenbushes CWA Belles, Greenbushes Community Garden,
Bridgetown Freemasons, Bridgetown Men’s Shed, Blackwood
Permaculture, Transition Bridgetown, Ashbil Community Garden and
the Bridgetown Hub.

Thank you to everyone who came along and made the day. The
Blackwood Regen Fest will be back in March 2025. Mike Kaye

Department of
Jobs, Tourism, Science
and Innovation

Applications are still open for the
Community Small Grants Fund.

The fund supports organisations
in Western Australia’s native
forestry regions.

Funding of up to $100,000
is available for eligible
organisations to support
the local economy and
community. Applications
close Wednesday 24 April.

Apply now
CHEAD]

Visit our website or attend
a to find out more:
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Justice Of The Peace
Signing Service

There will be a Justice of the Peace
available to sign and witness documents
every Wednesday and Friday (except public
holidays) between 10:00 and 12:00 at the
Bridgetown Community Resource Centre.

Please ensure you bring along photo ID
such as a passport or driver’s licence.

For urgent JP services outside the above
hours search https://www.wa.gov.au/service/
justice/civil-law/find-justice-of-the-peace-
your-area

For statutory declarations, there are many
people who can witness these documents
— you don’t need a JP. Go to https://www.
wa.gov.au/system/files/2020-03/authorised-
witnesses-for-statutory.pdf

Affidavits can only be taken (i.e.
witnessed and sworn/affirmed) by a JP, a
legal practitioner, public notary, registrar or
clerk of the court, or any mining registrar
appointed under the Mining Act 1978.

Certified documents — there is no
legislation in WA stipulating who can certify
a copy, however, it is usually done by a
person who is legislated to witness a statutory
declaration.

Please note for witnessing a signature on
anything other than an affidavit or a stat dec,
there is no edict that says it must be done by a
JP (unless it is written onto the document you
need to be witnessed).

The Mailbag is online www.thequalityshop.com.au



St Brigid’s Patchwork Tapestry

Continued from cover... Pam Pratico was certainly someone
special. Tony tells us, “Family to Pam was always front and

centre, she endeavoured to always involve her family in the |. |
farm, work and play and whatever else she was currently | A3

working towards.

“I met Pam at a country dance in the Newlands Hall in
1972, and whenever we could we always attend dances. We
both sponsored the Yornup Hall dances, and before Pam
passed, she asked me to ‘keep the dance going””’

The tapestry which hangs in St Brigid’s church is a display
of what can be achieved by a strong-minded person with a
vision, Father Noel, along with the talents and the hard work
of Sister Rose, Myrtle Rose and Pam Pratico, gifting to all
of us one of those treasures we have within our community.

As an adjunct to the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Heritage
Festival 2024, St Brigid’s Parish Council will be offering
historical tours of the Convent with morning tea, scones, jam
and cream all included at $10 per person. The tour will take
place on 12th and 20th April 2024 from 10:00am to 2:00 pm.
There will be four tours on each day of one hour duration.

Fundraising from this event will go towards new doors
for St Brigid’s Church Hall, which has three entrances.

Because there were no written records on the tapestry,
if you have any knowledge of those who worked on the
tapestry apart from those noted please contact Rosemary
Wells via email on wellsfam@wn.com.au

B & V Excavations

Excavator Services / Handyman Work
Trenching, Post Hole / Auger, Landscaping and retic,
Small earthworks, General site works,

Stump removal, Drain cleaning and more.

Handyman work, repairs,
installations and improvements
to help complete your projects.

Call Ben: 0422 942 737

For all Tree Removal and
Tree Care Services

Including:

Hazardous Tree removal

Climbing & Confined Space Rigging

Fruit tree pruning and Training

Plantation pruning

Chain Saw Milling & Consultations

Fully insured
Atul Tel: 0459 689 518
Josh Tel: 0458 774 941
facebook @parkschainsaw
arkschainsaw

m.
TIMBER & HARDWAR

% % %k O %

Parks Chainsaw

& Tree Services
Atul Parks & Josh Allan

Souwest Glass
Service
Mirrors
Hy 312

24 Hour Emergency Repairs
Safety Glass
www.souwestglass.com.au
Allwood Stump Grinding

Glass Repairs O
Fly Screens U u
ABN 44 940 578 427

Shower Screens
Timber Glazing
Steve Hawkins
Glazier - Glass and LeadLights

For all your stump removal
Greenbushes & Southwest

BRIDGETOWN
TIMBER & HARDWARE

Tel: 97 612 525
Lot 46 Rose St., Bridgetown
btstimb@bigpond.net.au

2nd Hand Windows

Lead Lights

Phone: 9764 3663
Moblle 0428 953 753

:s today

0427 611 916

B LICENSED HERBICIDE WEED

SPRAY CONTRACTOR
m FIRE BREAKS = PAMPAS GRASS
= GENERAL WEEDS m BLACKBERRIES
m CHIMNEY SWEEPING = TREE LOPPING
® GUTTER CLEANING

CaII David on 0427 647 513

: davidtuck@westnet.com.al

e 0488 745 964 g info@southwestfm.com.au

32nd year....

Marisa De Vattimo
admin@mdvent.com
sms: 0404 788 160

Boutique Weddings
Elopements - Micro Weddings

@ insta/married_by_marisa
www.mdvent.com
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The Rotary Tou of the
Blackwood

On Saturday 9" March a very successful 7" Tour of
the Blackwood ride was held. This year, the most ever,
311 riders took part in the event.

A very pleased Mike Fletcher, the tour chair explains
to us how it all unfolded, “For this event to take place we
have over 80 volunteers, traffic marshals, watering point
volunteers and those that manage the entertainment in the
River Park.

“There were also 15 motor scouts helping out with any
punctures, mishaps or unforeseen incidents, and there is
a team of medical responders following all the riders.

“This year for those brave enough, ice baths where
donated to be used at the finish or, for those who preferred
other techniques, we also had volunteer masseurs.

“This year the event was modified slightly, to have
all the riders in the three stages coming together around
the same time. The Full Tour, 134kms, started at 7am;
the Half and Best 65kms started at 9am and the Not So
Cosy started in Greenbushes at 10am, bringing 75% of
the riders together in the finish at midday at the River
Park, enabling the celebrations and awards to be handed
out altogether.

“The Rotary Club is very pleased at how smoothly the
event unfolded with few problems arising.

“The tour has become the biggest fund raiser for the
Bridgetown Rotary Club with around $70,000 being
raised this year.

“This amount of money was boosted above registration
fees obtained by the efforts of riders and their sponsors,
with teenagers Hannah Khong and Tommey Warren
making standout efforts and En Khong who was riding
in his 6" tour, raising funds from a sausage sizzle at
Bunnings.

“The Rotary Club feels the event has a lot of potential
for growth, with the idea of having a new ride ridden on
a gravel road section.”

With the monies raised the Rotary Club is supporting
Blackwood Youth Action (BYA) which is a local charity
that supports young people in the Warren Blackwood
region and surrounds.

Mental illness is the leading cause of death in young

Bailiwic¢k Legal.
BRIDGETOWN

REGIONAL LEGAL HOT DESK

Bailiwick Legal is a commercial law firm
specialising in agriculture and tourism.

Meet us at the Bridgetown CRC
9.30am - 3.30pm

24 & 26 April 2024

Visit bailiwicklegal.com.au/regional-hot-desk
or scan for upcoming dates

email office@bailiwicklegal.com.au or

call 9321 5451 for a free 20-minute consult

people in Australia. In the Warren Blackwood region, young peop]e with
mental health problems have extremely limited access to
services to support them.

Funds raised from the Rotary Tour of the Blackwood
support the provision of part time individualised counselling
service for youth with mental illness living within the
Bridgetown and Manjimup areas.

This year the Bridgetown Rotary Club are also supporting
anew cause, the Bridgetown Greenbushes Suicide Prevention
Network, (BGSPN).”

The BGSPN strives to create a safe and supportive
community where people feel valued, connected, and
empowered to seek help and offer support to others to help
those who are experiencing suicidal thoughts or have been
affected by suicide.

By increasing public knowledge and understanding of
mental health and suicide prevention, the BGSPN aims
to reduce stigma and encourage people to seek help when
needed Allin all the money raised will be well spent

Dangers of Complacency

...Continued from page 2

“We still have four weeks to opening night and I feel
at this stage the production is coming along nicely and
my three cast members are now bringing the play to life.”
Julia explained.

The play is told using an anachronistic retelling of a
historical footnote, with the use of mobile phones for the
women to take selfies, and with some modern language
being part of the girls’ discussions, and the way they dance
as they wait to see if they will survive another meal.

They gossip and dream, they question and dance. They
want to love, laugh, and above all, they want to survive.

H*tlers Tasters was written during 2016 by Jewish-
American playwright, Michelle Kholos Brooks and is a
fictional retelling of a largely unknown story of young women
conscripted to do a job that is to test Hitler’s food before he
consumes it. Three times a day, every day, the young women
have the opportunity to die for their country. It explores the
eternal themes of love, friendship, family, loyalty as it shows
the worst and the best of humanity.

‘The play is about many things but, most importantly, it is
a play about the dangers of complacency’. M. Brooks

The play will be staged in April from Friday the 12 and
13" at 7.30pm and on 14™ a matinee at 2pm, and the following
week on 19", 20" at 7.30pm and 21% at 2pm. Tickets are
available at trybookings or at the door.
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Heritage Festival

Continued from back page...Did you know that this is the
only Bushfire Museum in the state? Come and see the great
work that volunteers and workers do to keep us safe.

A popular event last year was the Bridgetown Jigsaw
Gallery Open Day, which will take place again on the
Saturday with free entry into the gallery. If you haven’t
come in a while, take a look at what the voluntary committee
has been up to which is a popular tourist destination for
Bridgetown. Come and hear their plans for the future.

In the afternoon, who wouldn’t want a lovely High Tea in
the Valley, with the Bridgetown CWA cooking up a treat in
their clubhouse on Hampton Street. Book in to not miss out.

The night wouldn’t be complete without some Heritage
Sounds at St Paul’s, which will see a talented group of
musicians coming together for a night of delight in the
beautiful 113-year-old Anglican Church. Get your tickets
early as this will feature Morgan Remaj (Classical Guitar),
Jadon Dale (Classical Piano), The Dale Family, Dale Kerber
(Organ), The Sisters of Corn (Harmonies) and Daun Crozier
(Poet). Bookings essential on humanitix.

Wrapping it all up is a chance to see the Warren
Blackwood Chapter of the Veteran and Classic Car Club of
WA Classic Car Show and Parade who will drive through
both Bridgetown and Greenbushes showing those curves of
cars of a bygone era.

There are so many reasons to celebrate heritage in
the area of Bridgetown-Greenbushes. When we start to
understand the history, we can learn to care for our natural,
built and cultural history with a deeper sense of meaning.
There is always more to learn and heritage skills are making
a comeback. We are lucky to have so many artisans selling
products and returning to these ways of creating that leave a
light footprint on the earth. You only have to walk down the
Bridgetown main street to see these skills in action through
our talented local businesses. Try to explore something new
this heritage festival, if you live in Bridgetown, maybe you
haven’t been to the Greenbushes Discovery Centre, and if
you are in Greenbushes, maybe this is your chance to visit
the Police Station Museum. It is what connects us together
that makes us stronger, our stories intertwined to create the
unique place, that we call the Heart and Soul of the South
West. Karen Hill

KULIKUP CONTRACTING

HAY CONTRACTING
Mowing, Raking, Bailing & Silage Wrapping available
Single bale silage wrapper
Fully auto, 1000 bale/day capacity.
CAT 972H LOADER
Padock Clean Ups, Fence Lines Etc, 5m Rake,
Bucket and Log Grab. All Areas
SPEED TILLER CONTRACTING
Builds soil up, Effective weed control, No burning

9.5m width, Competitive rates
Boyup Brook, Darkan, Kojonup and surrounding areas.
Call Luke for info or quote: 0428 673 053

MADE BY MATTHEW

CABINETRY + FURNITURE

Made By Matthew specializes in custom furniture and cabinetry.
From farm house to city suburbs; we work with our clients to
create a design that suits your home and budget.

www.madebymathew.com.au

0408 875 523
admin@madebymathew.com.au

Phone or
email for enquires:

W FF™ HOWARD |. EVANS

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
J | .h NOTARY PUBLIC

Serving the Lower South West for over 40 years
A wide range of services is offered including
Wills, Estates and General Legal advice
Home or Hospital visits can be arranged when the need is there.

7A Brockman Street, Manjimup
Office hours 9.30am -1.30pm & from 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Monday to Friday
Ph 9771 1599 | Email howardevans@westnet.com.au

PRINTING SERVICE
The ali

% Business Cards

m HﬂﬁSy % Invoice Books
Sho * Fliers
P % Brochures
All Aspects of General & ¥ Envelopes
Commercial Printing % Direct Mail

125 Hampton Street, Bridgetown  Telephone: 9761 1717
mailbag@bigpond.net.au | mailbag@thequalityshop.com.au

&
S

For all your Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Needs

BKS REFRIGERATION
& AIR CONDITIONING PTY LTD

Call Benn Scott

Mobile: 0407 389 858
Phone: 08 9761 4324 Fax: 08 9761 4098

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Domestic | Commercial | Evaporative
Repairs, Service and Installation
Nick Cole
0417 938 151

Bridgetown WA
ABN 96 909 172 153

P42R Electrical

Richard Avard
Electrician
Domestic
and Commercial
Dardanup to Bridgetown
Mobile: 0419 046 225
Home: 9764 3090
e: avards@iinet.net.au

AU 51553

EC 11899
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A Pluce of Heallip 0>

Ray Murphy Bronwyn Whiteford
Dip App Sc MATMS Adv Dip WHM MATMS
Naturopath Herbalist
e Dorn Spinal Therapy © ]I;I)?%)vsé’i:nealing

®Dry Needling
® Hair Analysis

Call 0420 939 838

® Herbal Blends
® WA flower Essences
Call 0487 193 815

Allen’s

Window
Cleaning

Tel: 0436 413 550

Heritage Festival

In its second year the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Heritage
Festival will take place over the second week of the April
school holidays, from Monday 8th April — Sunday 14th April.
With something on each day of the week, the local community
and visitors have lots of interesting events to choose from to
learn about our area. There is a mix of exhibitions, guided

A

walking tours, museum openings, high teas, concerts and even -4,

Yoga in a heritage space. The theme for this year's festival is
Connections.

The Bridgetown Pottery Restaurant and Tearooms will
host an exhibition “The Gallery That “Never Was” 1986 —
2020” focusing on the private and public fine arts and
multimedia that have graced the walls over 34 years. From
10am—2pm running from the Monday to Sunday.

Available every day of the festival also is the popular
Bridgetown History Walk by Richard from the Bridgetown
Historical Society. Tickets are half price for the festival, and
bookings essential, see online event listing or trybooking.

On Tuesday 9" The historic and beautiful Maranup Ford
Garden will have a guided tour and talk with a Devonshire Tea
from 9.30— 11:30am and again Friday 12th, bookings essential

Tuesday night you can experience Yoga with a Heritage
Twist provided by Christine Ashbil inside Maslin House, the
Bridgetown Pottery Restaurant, preceded by a talk on the
heritage of the area and the house.

On Wednesday 10th the Bridgetown Historical Society will
lead a Cemetery Walk, exploring the stories of Bridgetown
characters who left their mark on the town.

Old Goal c. 1880, Hampton Street, Bridgetown WA,

Wendy Hea, Artist, ridgetown WA.

The Bridgetown Police Station Museum and the
Greenbushes Discovery Centre will be open on the
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, and are great places to
learn about the area

There is also an event for the youngsters with Heritage
Rhyme Time on Wednesday morning at the Bridgetown Library.

Friday 12" being an Open Day for the Greenbushes
Discovery Centre, with Free Entry. If you have ever wanted
to take alook inside, now is the chance.

On Thursday 11th the Bridgetown Art & Craft Centre will
open their doors, showing heritage craft skills of weaving,
looming, knitting and many more. All are welcome to come
and learn these popular crafts and items will also be for sale
and will also open on the Saturday 13th.

On Saturday 13" in the morning the WA Bushfire
Museum will extend its opening hours and will have Vintage
Firetruck Runs through the town at 10.30am and 12.30pm.
...Continued on page 15

Are you moving soon

Call Us at South West Removals and Storage
Local and family owned

Weekly Perth deliveries, all South West areas and North West.

Everything wrapped in woolen blankets, whether we're going 400m or 400 kms.

9725 4766

South West Removals & Storage

“on Time, on Budget, every time
You'll see our trucks passing through
www.swremovals.com.au

Short or long term storage,

email: sales@swremovals.com.au

Advertisements, Advertorial and Community Editorial copy in The Mailbag are the responsibility of the author. The views expressed
are not necessarily those of The Mailbag. While The Mailbag makes every reasonable effort to ensure that no misleading claims or statements are
made, responsibility is not accepted by The Mailbag for statements made or for failure of any products or services to give satisfaction. Inclusions
of a product or service should not be construed as an endorsement or recommendation by The Mailbag. Any pricing or agreements can
be reviewed at the discretion of The Mailbag, with notification to our advertisers as soon as Eossible after that review has been made.




