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Having trouble coping?
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Bridgetown Club's 75" Year

Quite a milestone for a quiet achiever. Even in its 75"
year the club's membership continues to grow, it now
caters for 160 members. It opens 7 nights a week from 5pm
till the numbers at the club drop off, so they can send those
few remaining patrons home.

The Bridgetown Club's building is listed as a Heritage
Building of Bridgetown.

The building was originally a family home, 'Fort Belvedere'
and was the retirement home for Edward Godfrey Hester and
his wife Mary (nee Sweeting). The house was built in 1935 by
the Bazzo Brothers for a time when Edward and Mary left their
farm 'Lillydale' to move into town. They lived there happily
until their deaths in 1945.

Soon after, their three surviving sons Evelyn, Reg and Goff
decided it would be a good place to have a Men's Club and so
the Bridgetown Club was born.

There have been many and various alterations since then,
but, except for the removal of the garage on the right-hand side
of'the house, the front looks much the same as the original.

Charlie Williams has been a club member since 1973, he has
served as the club's president, and has held different positions as
a committee member. Charlie was nominated to talk about the
club because ofhis long association with it.

“Our membership has never been as strong as it is now, we
are benefiting from the new people coming to town, who seem
mostly to be of the semi-retired cohort.

“They enjoy our 'English Pub' style atmosphere. We have
Kilkenny Draught and Guinness on tap with Hann Light and
Swan Draught.

“The club is welcoming and friendly, the membership at the

&= moment is 50/50 males and females, which makes for a pleasant

Charlie Williams and Robert Benson-Parry

ambiance.

“One of the reasons the club is successful is the effort which
gets put into our social nights. The club holds Theme Night
meals every second month, all the usual special days, St Pat's
Day, Christmas in July, Melbourne Cup and Christmas of course.

Continuedpage 15
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CWA Chicks with attitude

At the AGM held in February, past President for 5
years, Bernie Stringer noted that 2021 has been big year
for the Bridgetown Branch and congratulated all branch
members on their enthusiasm with which they quietly
achieved great things in the community.

So what did we do. Fund raising from two produce
stalls, in July and December with our giant Christmas
raffle proving very popular with locals and tourist alike.

Other activities we undertake on a yearly basis is the
catering for the Blessing of the Roads ceremony at Easter
and for the Mystery Tour of Life, an event for high school
students to educate them in about the responsibilities and
dangers associated with gaining a drivers licence.

We catered for wakes, parties, a combined Fires
Brigades learning day, events held at our rooms and the
Probus Club and anything else that was asked of us.

As a result we were able to make significant donations
to the community including the Blackwood Youth Group
for equipment for their premises and St Vincent de Paul,
assisting in the provision of 60 Christmas hampers for
those less fortunate. We also provided our annual prize
for the local Agricultural Show and a book prize for a
young girl student at the Bridgetown Primary School. A
young mum was given a mother’s day gift. We will be
making donations in 2022 to the Bridgetown Golf Club
and general community following the recent bushfires in
Bridgetown.

On a state level we gave 3 donations to the CWA
Disaster Relief Fund for the Wooroloo/Wheatbelt and
Denmark bushfires as well as communities affected by
Cyclone Seroja.

The purpose of CWA worldwide is uniting women and
strengthening communities through friendship, education,
service and advocacy so if you would like to join us for
friendship and fun please call Anita on 0431 374 753. PS
You don’t have to be able to make scones.

sonn @

4 out of 5 people
can’t save a life.

Are you one of them?

Book a first aid course today

Upcoming courses:
PROVIDE FIRST AID: HLTAID011
Saturday 9th April
Friday 13th May
Bridgetown Sub Centre

To book visit www.stjohnwa.com.au
or call Bridgetown Sub Centre on 9761-1049

Cidery’s Open Mic Sessions

Open Mic sessions provide an opportunity for emerging
and local musicians to gain experience performing to a live
audience in a welcoming setting. These sessions also provide
an outlet for singer-songwriters to test out new compositions
on a friendly audience.

The Cidery’s Open Mic Sessions have now been running
for around eight years and have gained quite a following.

Adrian Williams who hosts the sessions talks about its
development, “The sessions started with a sort of folk club
format and have grown from that. The music can now
include folk, rock, blues and country, really all music genres
seem to be covered. For instance, we have had a rendition
of the traditional ‘Scarborough Fair’ followed by a rocky
version of ‘Stairway to Heaven’.

“There is quite a spread of ages between the musicians
from teenagers all the way through to those in their seventies.

“As well as musicians from Bridgetown, we now have
musicians and singers regularly coming from as far afield as
Manjimup and Donnybrook. A sound system is set up with
microphones and instrument plug-in channels.

“The sessions generally have around ten to fifteen
performers. So, at a busy session we limit each performance
to three songs to fit in as many acts as possible. Musicians
who attend are a mixed lot. Some are single artists, some are
in groups of four or five-piece bands, others are duets. There
is no ‘vetting’ of performers, those with the courage to show
up get to perform.”

For enquiries from local musicians or to register, you can
call or text Adrian Williams on 0427 086 299. Adrian sends
out a reminder e-mail to those on the musicians list a couple
of weeks before each Open Mic. It is useful if those who
intend to come and perform let him know.

“Knowing those who are going to perform allows me
to arrange and distribute the acts to make for an interesting
mixed lineup.

“Those interested in performing sometimes attend their
first open mike session to just listen and evaluate if this is
them. It can also a chance to introduce themselves and have
their e-mails put on the musicians’ circulation list.

The Open Mic Sessions are held four to six times a year,
on Friday evenings 5.30 to 7.30pm or on Sunday Lunchtimes
1pm to 3pm. The next sessions are planned for Sunday 27%
of March and Sunday 29" May. The sessions allows the
patrons at the Cidery to be entertained whilst having their
meal or having a drink.

The Open Mic Sessions are hosted by the Cidery in support
of the community and local performers. John Lucey, one of
the principals of the Cidery said, “We certainly fully support
promotion of the Open Mic Sessions which provide a unique
opportunity for regional musicians to showcase their talent.
In particular young up and coming musicians gain experience
performing in front of an appreciative audience. The whole
process which Adrian Williams facilitates and organises
allows the Cidery to achieve one of our goals which is to
provide a community venue that celebrates Bridgetown.”

U-SHIFT IT

Trailer Hire

14ft x 7ft Car Trailer
14ft x 6ft Furniture Tandem Trailer

18ft x 6ft Flat Top Trailer
8ft x 5ft Tandem Trailer
7ft x 4ft Caged Trailer
10ft x 6ft Tandem Cage Trailer

Tel: 0447 614 422

Available from Bridgetown Paint Sales
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Charlie O'Neil, Charleigh Carroll-Newton,
LizzieWhitworth, AylahChadwick and FlynnPitts

Emergency Services Cadets are

successful with a Lotterywest grant

The Cadet program run at the Bridgetown High School
does a wonderful job in nurturing our young people, helping
develop their resilience.

The program has been running for around twenty years
and is open for all students at the high school to attend,
and at the moment it has a very even spread of males and
females and has around 60 to 70 cadets.

The cadets meet and take part in different activities each
Tuesday after school.

A dedicated group of volunteers, John Tonai-Moore is the
Unit Leader, with Cherie Old, Mike Kneel, Sarah Gardiner,
Damon Treloar and Bianca Spice all give their own time to
make the program a worthwhile learning experience for the
cadets. Three new volunteers have joined the team this year,

Ejelliottjj3@bigpond’com
chIfGommerciall Il Industrial

they are Jessica Cicchini and Eliza McDonald who are both
physical education teachers and have a lot of experience

| with outdoor activities and Yuko Tonai-Moore, the school

chaplain.

The Emergency Services Cadets received at the end of
last year a $15,000 Lotterywest grant.

John Tonai-Moore who has been involved in the
program for over nineteen years is delighted with the
monies received and explains how it was spent, “The grant
we received at the end of last year was put towards good
quality Goretex rain jackets, trekking poles and water
shoes. We have received 30 pairs of trekking poles and 47
Goretex Rain jackets. We are still waiting on delivery of
the water shoes.

“The cadets use the trekking poles for stability,
especially when walking with a heavy back pack, whilst
navigating slippery or narrow paths, or a steep decent.

“The water shoes we will use for canoeing and for times
when we are in rivers, dams and swamps.

“The rain jackets will allow us to be out and about on
those days when the rain just does not stop.

“Over the years Lotterywest has been very generous
with the grants to our service cadets. Continued pagell

Our experienced property management team
deliver the outstanding service you deserve.

Tammy Lawson
Property Manager
0428 611 566

Harcourts

30th year ...

Karen Hollington
Property Manager
0437 209 901

Sharon Arnold
Inspections Officer
08 9761 1566

. 089761 1566
P4 bridgetown@harcourts.com.au
126 Hampton St, Bridgetown
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Bridgetown

i L
Ivy, Tess, Kaliee and Riyana

Bridgetown Repertory News Come in and check out our range of bespoke
The youth theatre groups will be going ahead this year
with both Kids Acting On Stage (KAOS) and Bridge-
town Youth Theatre (BYT). . X
BYT is for high school aged youth, and KAOS is for [T [ele] - OIVi (e ool =1 I{alo NNy =TI RS VIu l6
primary aged students.

products in Bridgetowns very own homebase.

BYT has commenced for 2022 with sixteen Youth Kitchens and Cabinets - Tiles
Members, along with Covid-19 restrictions, the wearing . . .
of masks is compulsory at all times when inside. Carpets - Vinyl and Laminate flooring

BYT is run by volunteers, Meegan Cullen, Chris . )
Shedley and Eliza McDonald, with a focus on acting, Baths - Taps - Toilets - Showers - Sinks
however, music, dance and stagecraft are also explored.

Meegan Cullen explains what they are planning for 21 Steere Street - Bridgetown - WA 6055
this year, “Because of the mask mandate and having to
wear masks whilst on stage our thought for this year is Tony & Helen Thornton

that of a movement and mime show.

“We will be able to have recorded voice sound bites PH: (08) 97612232 Mob: 0426 133 244

and music to go with the mime show. Continued page 13

It is a sellers market at the moment, and you may be surprised by
how much your property is worth!

Why not get one of our enthusiastic, professional sales
representatives to appraise your property?

Give us a call today!

John Pitman Zara Hart Anne Bartz Alison Rutten

104 Hampton Street, Bridgetown WA 6255 BLACKWOOD VALLEY

(08) 9761 2722 Real Estate
sales@blackwoodvalley.com
www.blackwoodvalleyrealestate.com (08) 9761 2722
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Blackwood Horse and Pony Club

The main objective of the Blackwood Horse and Pony

Club is to nurture a love of riding and horsemanship, % CENTRAL DENTURE CLINIC

through tuition and guidance in a safe and encouraging

environment.

The club meets on the third Sunday of each month N
for rallies at its club grounds which are on the corner Denture CIInIC
of Greenbushes Road and the Boyup Brook Road, ten A ” A reas

kilometers from Bridgetown.

The rallies cater for all experience levels of Contact Rod Herbert 0404 040 557
horsemanship.

Blackwood Horse and Pony Club is voluntarily run 7 Days a Week
by the families and friends of club members, employing
a certified instructor to ensure each member gains regular [A''A"'AY"M o ] ntraldenture.com.au
quality tuition.

Sarah Pratt is the club’s Head Coach and is the instructor in horsemanship.
Sarah has won lots of awards including for dressage and is a decorated
champion as well as being a very accomplished rider. Sarah has a wonderful |§
ability of encouraging and nurturing those she teaches, and is considered an
amazing coach.

The club welcomes new members from surrounding shires.

Teena James, the clubs president speaks on the benefits of joining the club,
“There really is a lot of benefits from being in a club of likeminded horsey
people. Being a member gives you a 24 / 7 insurance cover whilst you are
with your horse.

“All aspects and tips on ‘Caring for your Horse’, what works and doesn’t
work, conditions you will need to look out for with your horse’s health, these *
are always talking points, as are the topics such as the Dos and Don’ts with
your riding tackle, what you may require and how it is used.

“The club also caters for those who are competitive and wish to compete at
shows. There is a wealth of knowledge among the volunteers at the club to give ,
you tips on grooming, tips for your horse as well as for the rider, how to polish [~
the hooves, plaiting techniques for the mane and tail and the hair of the rider. Tips = :
on using makeup on your horse, allowing your horse to shine, which uniforms -F
to be worn, all these are worthwhile tips in preparation for a show. o

“We always manage to find time for games and shenanigans.”

Continued page 11

THE

FREEMASONS

BRIDGETOWN’'S AUTHENTIC COUNTRY PUB

Bar and Lounge Opening
Wednesday to Sunday 4pm to 10.30pm

(to do'lsomethmg with great
enthusiasm and passion)

Restaurant
Opening
Wednesday to Sunday 5.30pm to 8.30pm
Saturday Lunch 12noon to 2.30pm

Friday Nights Sunday Breakfast 8am to 11am
Thursday Night is Steak Night

Cocktails $10.00 Striploin $18 or Rump $16

With chips, salad & sauce

Free Bar Snacks (mushroom, pepper or garlic)
Live Music Bookings Call 0405 052 014

2 Steere Street Bridgetown

Saturday Lunch 12noon to 2.30pm

Bookings 9761 1725 Email us for further information admin@freemasonshotel.net.au
30th year... The Mailbag March 1st 2022 Page 5



TALISON - SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

a positive impact.

Talison supported more than 60 community groups across the Shires of Bridgetown
Greenbushes, Donnybrook Balingup, Boyup Brook, Nannup and Manjimup in 2021,
enabling organisations to host events, activities and projects or purchase equipment to make

These donations are administered by the Community Team through the Talison Sponsorship
and Donations Programme and include in-kind assistance or a cash donation.

Some of the highlights of 2021 were the purchase of audio equipment for Bridgetown Transition Towns,
robotics kits for schools in the Warren Blackwood District, children’s entry to the Bridgetown Show, support
for the Rotary tour of The Blackwood Cycle Race for youth mental health programmes, the Rotary Blackwood
Marathon and sporting clubs including Bridgetown Basketball Association and Bridgetown Swimming Club.

For further information contact the Community Team at Talison on GBContact@talisonlithium.com

2022 Bridgetown Swimming Club Busselton Jetty Swim team of
4 swimmers (left to right) Mischa Collin, Tessa Chambers, Tilly
Butler and Evelyn White.

Talison Community Support Helps Boost
Bridgetown Swimming Club

Bridgetown Swimming Club is going from strength to strength
in the 2021/2022 season, thanks to the generous support of Talison
Lithium Pty Ltd (Talison), the dedication and help of the club parents
and the unwavering energy and determination of the coaches and the
kids who participate.

The club successfully applied for $2,000 through the Talison
Community Sponsorship Program, which was used to purchase
equipment and give young swimmers more opportunities to

participate in the WA Open Waters Swimming Series at beaches and {3

lakes in Western Australia.

Bridgetown Swimming Club Coach Ben Chambers said the club
had 48 swimmers enrolled in the current season with all gaining skills
and confidence.

He said participating in the Open Waters series tested the young
swimmers’ endurance in a natural environment rather than following
the blue line on the bottom of the pool.

“The kids who swam in these events are swimming either 500m
and 1.25km and really enjoying themselves as it provided them with
an experience outside the pool. It also helped to continue to build
confidence, strength and a real team spirit” Mr Chambers said.

“We are keen to get more of our swimmers involved in the Open
Waters Series later this year, based on the success of those who
participated this season,” he said.

As part of the WA Open Waters Series, a team of four girls from
the Bridgetown Swimming Club participated in the Busselton Jetty
Swim recently and finished in eighth place in a field of 44 and a two-
girl team finished 38 in the field of 94 teams.

Several other members of the club participated in the 222m event
around the smaller Busselton Jetty and are keen to try the longer
3.6km swim next year.

Talison General Manager-Operations, Craig Dawson, said Talison
was pleased to provide funding for the Club to purchase additional
equipment and to participate in the Open Swim Series season.

“The Bridgetown Swimming Club plays
an important role in improving the swimming
survival skills of young people in our community
aside from providing them with fitness and fun,”
said Mr Dawson.

The club has four time-trial events, a long
distance and an aged championship event
throughout the season for the swimmers to
compete against their own times and gain
points throughout the season where they better
their previous times in each stroke (Freestyle,
Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly).

Recently, at the Club’s third Time Trial event,
every child had multiple Personal Bests, which
demonstrated the effort the swimmers are putting
in at training.

There is also a lot of comradery at each event,
with the kids cheering each other to the end.

Mr Chambers said new members were
welcome along with spectators to watch the Club
events at the Bridgetown Leisure Centre.

If your child is interested in joining the club,
feel free to go to the Pool and talk to the coaches
at training on Tuesday and Friday afternoons.

2022 Bridgetown Swimming Club
Busselton Jetty Swim team of 2 swimmers
Emily O’Neil and Tara Chadwick.
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Natasha, Jenny and Jo

he Bridgetown Family & Community Centre have
Treopened services for 2022 after our annual summer

break. There are many exciting things planned for this
year, as well as the continuation of our favourite programs.

Our first workshop for the year was a sold out Valentine’s
Chocolate Lesson with Natasha of Tash’s Cottage Industries.
When Natasha isn’t busy in the kitchen of Gusto’s restaurant,
she is often running community food workshops for us here
at the centre. Her upcoming Vegan Workshop is another sell
out, and we are excited to see what she has planned for March!

We also introduce a new workshop presenter in March —
Marta Sandberg, who will be introducing us to some special
Swedish Easter treats.

Our Playgroups continue to thrive, particularly with so
many new families moving to town and the very exciting
baby boom we have been experiencing! There are so many
bouncy babies in our Thursday morning group.

While our programs are thriving, we are also busy behind
the scenes with our administration functions, including
supporting the Bridgetown Agricultural Society and Grant
Support Services. We are excited to be working with
Agricultural Society to plan the 2022 show and support their

DLETO!
?“796’ & 6’4//«%4 & M,W‘WN.

H
. _

* « Lawralyn LoveIIe‘

- e,

i .~ ~ 119 Hampton Street
_ Bridgetown” W.A. 6255
T Tel(08) 97611811

e puddletown@westnet com:au
http://stores.ebay.com.au/ Puddletown-WA

-

wonderful team of volunteers.

Grant Support Services is still in its pilot year, thanks to
the sponsorship from the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire. If
your community group is looking to apply for a grant but don’t
know where to start — please give us a call. We can help you
find the right grant, as well as talk you through the process and
assist with putting together supporting documents. We love to
see community groups succeeding and winning those grants.

Like everyone in the community, we are looking at what
we can do to help rebuild and support those affected by the
recent fires. While our approach has been to deal directly with
individuals, we have also been able to connect with Blaze Aid
who have set up camp at the Show Grounds. This group of
volunteers come from far and wide to assist with the clean
up and rebuild, particularly things like replacing fencing. Our
role has been to support the camp with food donations, kitchen
supplies and even help in the kitchen. Thank you to everyone
who contributed so far. If you would like to help out, such as
donate a meal, ingredients, baked goods, eggs, please get in
touch. We can arrange drop offs and volunteer rosters.

Thank you again to everyone who contributes to our
centre. We are looking forward to another great year. Phone
9761 2139 or email btcommunityc@westnet.com.au.

Bridgetown Harness Racing Club

Sundéyéﬁﬂ
20th March
3rd April

Greater Sportsground
Les Woodhead Avenue
BRIDGETOWN

facebook

RayWhite,

BRIDGETOWN

TRVPL

STABLES

&

-
Thank You to our sponsors:
Ray White
Nev’s Steel -~ Triple M
The Stables IGA Bridgetown

1st Race
1.00pm TBC
' Gates Open at 12pm

® On Course Tote
® Licensed Bar - NO BYO
" s ® Canteen
® Bouncy Castle
® Gates Open 12 Noon

ADMISSION $5 Adults

Pensionersi& Childrenjunder 16/ Free

Double vaccination event - by orders of RWWA - proof of vaccination is required on entry

30th year....
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A Strong Community Works
Together in Times of Need

Saturday 5" February 2022, was certainly one of those
days, it has to be said; the heat had been building up all
week, Friday night was hot, and when we awoke on
Saturday morning it was already uncomfortably hot, with a
north easterly blowing hot winds.

What we didn’t need on this catastrophic fire day was
that bit of rotten luck we got, a branch falling across power
lines and starting a fire.

When the fire started near Hester Cascades Road It was
the prime time for the fire to burn uncontrolled with strong
winds fanning the blaze causing a natural disaster.

Town residents were advised to evacuate to Manjimup,
because the safety of the town could not be guaranteed.

With ambulances and fire trucks racing through town,
fire bombers and spotter aircraft overhead, it certainly was
a tumultuous time.

When called upon, the volunteer firefighting organisations
and bodies around our rural communities and neighbouring
towns, along with those many others who could make a
difference all worked together and did. So many in our
community got out there with what they had to help their
neighbours and to fight the fire, and in fact they probably
saved the town as well, as it was close.

Only one occupied house was lost, thanks to the efforts of
those out fighting the fires and protecting our assets as best
they could in the horrendous conditions.

One fire stricken Bridgetown farmer related, “T am sure
many in the fire zone will have similar stories to mine.

“My extreme gratitude goes to the local farmers and
community members. From those who were first on the
scene on my farm, driving through smoke and fires, opening
gates and trying to get the sheep which we had not had time
to round up and get them towards the relative safety of a

damp area. Then fighting to protect our assets, and later
doing patrols for flare ups during the subsequent nights
and days to come. With flare up still happening as trees
and tree roots continue to burn weeks after the fire swept
through, willing helpers are just a phone call away.

“Grateful thanks also to the local farmers who saved
our shearing shed and yards where some of our sheep
were yarded. These sheep could have died from the
radiant heat of the fire. If we had lost those yards and
sheds, we could not have yarded our surviving sheep to
have them trucked off to agistment.

“One of these local heroes was working to save our
place while his own paddocks burnt. Others came despite
their own properties and livestock being only a few
kilometres from or within the fire warning areas.

“I keep hearing stories of “I was on your place”; one
person who was even trapped by the flames was forced
to sit out the worst force of the fire down in a damp area,
fortunately safely.

“Another who cut a line through our paddocks and our
adjoining neighbour’s burning bush in the early hours of
Sunday morning with his earthmoving equipment when
there was a breakout, thus also saving other neighbour’s
properties from further fire spread.

“The smoke was so dense, and the noises so loud. I
could not see these heroes, yet they were out in the thick
of it, working in conjunction with fire brigade units,
both local and from other areas. Fire brigades came
from many other areas, as far as north and east of Perth.
Locals continued patrolling and damping down flare-ups
for days.”

Behind the scenes, many other played vital parts in
keeping the firefighters going, like those who had water
tankers, filling fire trucks and farmers’ tanks closer to the
fire than the standpipes were, thus avoiding delays and
having to line up at a standpipe. Continued page 12

Open 7 days

STABLES

BRIDGETOWN
Easter is fast Iﬁﬂo
approaching!

~7.30am—8.00pm

Shopping locally builds our community

Phone 9761 1044

Hop on down to The Stables IGA Bridgetown
for an egg-cellent selection of Easter eggs,
chocolates, and novelty toys now available.

Our team would once again like to thank

our amazing customers and community
during these difficult times regarding

stock availability.

We are still workmg our hardest to make
sure the store is kept to the highest standard -
possible with the stock we have available.

el

Congratulations to Elise
winner of the last months IGA Voucher

109 Hampton Street Bridgetown
thestables.igaonline.com.au

ln March spend $100 or more and go -
into the draw to win a $200 IGA Voucher

Everyday
Seniors Card = Seniors Discount
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Shining a Light on Local Talent

One of the very talented performers on the ‘Open
Mike Night’ at the Cidery is Claire Robinson, who has
a wonderful soprano voice. On these nights she sings
acappella to hushed audiences.

Performing without the accompaniment of instruments
or a backing track, her voice provides all the musical
instruments needed. The only sounds come from her voice
and are natural, this is a special way of showing off the
power of her voice.

Acapella is an Italian phrase which roughly translated
means ‘in the church style’. It stems from the popularity of
gospel music and other similar genres of music and suits
songs that have a strong melody.

Claire’s story is still playing out, she started having
singing lessons at the age of six, only for the reason she
enjoyed singing and wanted to get better at it.

Whilst she was attending St. Mary’s primary school in
Donnybrook, the music teacher there was Stephen Crabbe.
He had connections with Bridgetown and introduced Claire
to singing at the Christmas Carol nights at St. Paul’s.

Through her teenage years she also performed on Open
Mike Nights, usually singing folk songs along with her
younger brother Timothy, with whom she sang harmonies;
being siblings, their voices harmonized naturally.

Claire is now being taught by Myra Easton, a classical
music teacher in Bunbury, Myra is developing Claire’s
soprano voice.

Claire goes on to talk about her love of singing, “In the
classical sphere of music I'm learning to sing in, I sing in
five languages, French, Italian, German, Spanish and Latin.

“This gives me a different insight into music. I listen
to songs being performed, I read the English translation,
giving me an understanding of what is being said and then I
can sing in those languages.

“Singing in different languages hasn’t allowed me to

OW A MISSION TO

DEFY

MEDIODCRITY

i

speak in those languages,
more’s the pity.

“The lessons have
also allowed me to
perform in the Bunbury
Eisteddfod. During
this festival 1 sing
accompanied by a piano.

“In 2013 T joined the
‘Gondwana Choir’ in
Sydney and from those
connection in 2019
I sang in the choir at
the Edinburgh Military
Tattoo, which  was
performed in Sydney,
a truly wonderful
experience.”

Claire has also performed as a soloist at the ‘Up Close
and Classical’ concerts in Bridgetown.

In recent years Claire has been a soloist at the Carol
Service at St Paul’s Church, Bridgetown.

“I have also performed in live theatre, I had a role in the
‘Waltz of the Toreadors’, I was the ugly daughter Sidonia.”

Claire who is 21, is in her final year of her teaching
degree, and as a teacher she will be specialising in music.

“I’m a practical person, I wanted something sound, a
degree, to fall back on, a job which would support my first
love, singing.”

Claire, like a lot of talented people, owes a lot to her
parents, their support and patience has helped develop
her talent and has set her on a path to a career she loves,
although her parents are still a bit bewildered as to where
the talent has stemmed from.

To listen to Claire sing is one very good reason for attending
the next ‘Open Mike Night’ at the Cidery.

Claire Robinson

DELIVER

EXTRAORDINARY

EXPERIENCES

Ziggy Gyoergy

Sales Consultant
M 0407 4
Ez

Give me a call for your free appraisal

TODAY
Wanted, Tree Farms

CENTURY 2]

Advance
Reaal
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FISHERS
7 TYRE CENTRE

STEVE FISHER
Your Local Jndependent Tyre Dearler”
LICENSED REPAIRER MRB 1084

9761 1184

ALL BRANDS OF TYRES + WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & BALANCING ® MUFFLERS
TRUCK & CAR TYRE REPAIRS ® SUPERCHARGE BATTERIES
OPPOSITE THE FIRE STATION
UNIT 6~7, 168 HAMPTON STREET® BRIDGETOWN

B.Ackwoop
Heavy

T
BRIDGETOWN

Mob: 0410 026 072
Ph: 9761 2469
e: ass@iinet.net.au

®12 Tonne capable slip + tilt
® \Machinery movement up to 12 tonne
®Break down + towing service

®Sale of sea containers - 1 rip - near new
®Sea container movement

®Bogie drive diff lock - crawler gear
Buy and Sell 2nd Hand
20ft sea containers

U PacK | SHIFT REMOV

® Sea Container Fully Equipt with
® Blankets « Ramp ® Ropes
® Packing boxes available
® Will move almost anythi

" SERENEAVALLEYATRANSPORT;
e Cattlefand[GeneraljTransport

OSTEOPATHY

Rowland Benjamin D. 0
a registered i

Rob’s RELIABLE
ELECTRICAL

i —) [ =)

_rl’ : l\

- \
Osteopath / )
is in practice in - fl
Bridgetown. Wy A
He treats muscle Paticn, %

and joint problems such as chronic
or intermittent pain with hands-on
manipulation. Advice may be given

Transition

Bridgetown

Wow, it’s been a long hot summer! The fire, the heat and
the wind have made for difficult plant growing conditions.
We hope you and your food gardens are managing ok and
you are receiving and giving support to each other in our
wonderful community. At these times, the resilience of
towns such as ours are tested. Please contact us if you are
interested to help establish a Community Food SeedBank to
better ensure our future local food security.

This month we are holding an Open Space Forum on
“Sustainable Housing”.

Local owner builders and company builders as well our
local Hempcrete company will be speaking and there will
be plenty of time for input and discussion. The focus will
be on the design, supply and building of future homes and
renovations. With weather predictions being more extreme
due to climate change, our homes need more than ever to
be designed, built and renovated to utilise minimum energy
whilst offering maximum protection.

Come and join in the discussion on Sunday 20th March
4pm — 6pm at the Lesser Hall. Drinks and Nibbles Provided.

Please register by phone/text 0432 105 754 or email
transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com

Due to fire damage at our Waste Management Facility,
Containers for Change are operating out of the shed that
stores the mattresses. It is still possible to drop off your
bags of empty drinking containers at any time that the WMF
is open. Please label the bags with the community group ID
number that you want to donate the funds to. The more
containers that can be received for recycling, the more staff
CFC can employ for the processing. It’s a win all round.
Please encourage your community group to participate.

Several of our shire community groups have got together
to plan and co-host events that are aiming for increased self-
sufficiency, sustainability and resilience.

The Greenbushes Community Garden, Ashbil
Community Garden Bridgetown, Permaculture Group,
Blackwood Valley Small Landholders, LandCare and
Transition Bridgetown are working on coordinating events.

Look out for “Blackwood Valley Events for the Earth”
and join in the myriad of fun, informative, community
events that are organised for us all to enjoy and learn more

We Specialize in: Carpets - Lounges - Curtain

Cleaning and Re-Sealing of Tile and Vinyl Flooring

Phone 9761 2245 or 0408 922 053

email: elite.murphy@outlook.com

27 Arnott Street, Manjimup. W.A. 6258

on posture, stress and exercise. Robert Hossell about sustainable living!
For enquirieshor EC 008037 Finishing with a quote from Margaret Mead, “Never
SERoitmentiphiong . doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
For mgoze?nlofrgﬁgn visit Ph/Fax: 9761 4195 can change the world. For indeed it is the only thing that
www.rowlandbenjamin.com MOb: 0407 187 441 ever has”.
Carpet Dry Eic Timber Floor
Cleaning Service ~BEacies - Sanding &
Stephen Murphy SanpiS Polishing
Servicing the Warren Blackwood Area Professional, Friendly and Reliable

- Staining

- Timber Deck Sanding & Rejuvenation

- Timber Floor Repairs - Stairs

- Non Toxic & Environmentally Friendly Products Used
Visit our website www.beachesfloorsanding.com.au
For a Free Measure & Quote Contact:
Moses 0434 709 514 or Cassie 0401 184 444
moses@beachestimberfloors.com.au
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Emergency Services Cadets are

successful with a Lotterywest grant

Continued from page 3 “We apply for grants for equipment
every two years or so. We submit a comprehensive plan
for equipment we like to buy, then explain the use we will
put the equipment too, it really has been as easy as that,
Lotterywest are good supporters of our group.

“Covid-19 keeps throwing spanners into the works,
at present there will be no overnight or two or three day
training camps. So, at the moment we are planning three
one-day excursions this term. Abseiling with our year 9/10
cadets, Cycling with the year 8 cadets and Hiking with the
year 7 cadets.

Funding for the cadet program is from the state
government through the department of communities.

This allows us to issue a uniform to each cadet,
consisting of a shirt, hat, jacket, pants and boots.

“The funding allows us to offer the program free to our
cadets so that it is accessible to everyone, no matter their
financial situation.

“The most important element of the program to me is
when 1 witness the cadets, who give each challenge that
we present to them their best shot, which is not always
successful, but time and again I see cadets rise to meet
the many challenges they are faced with, then when they
succeed, they triumph.”

Emergency Services Cadets nurture and train our future
generations of emergency services volunteers.

Blackwood Horse and Pony Club

Continued from page 5

Riders of all ages are welcome at the club, there is a
membership to suit everyone, including a come and try day
membership which gives the ability to join in for a day
and see if it’s for you, whilst still being covered by the
necessary insurance.

The committee have an exciting year planned, they
welcome you to come and socialise, ask questions or join
with a membership.

For more information or for further details please call
Teena James on 0403 951 950.

KULIKUP CONTRACTING
SPEED TILLER CONTRACTING
Builds Soils Up - Effective Weed Control
No Burning 9.5M Width
Bridgetown, Boyup Brook, Kojonup
and Surrounding Areas.

CAT 972H LOADER
Padock Clean Ups, Fence Lines Etc, 5m Rake,
Bucket + Log Grab. All Areas
COMPETITIVE RATES

Call Luke for info or quote: 0428 673 053

Bridgetown Small Engines & Machinery

frs R, fha 22 52370

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE ON ALL ASPECTS OF MACHINERY

RIDE ON MOWERS, CHAIN SAWS, WHIPPER SNIPPERS,

LAWN MOWERS, SCOOTERS, 6OPHERS,

FARM MOTORBIKES AND QUADS, OUTBOARD ENGINES

SMALL LATHE AND MILLING JOBS

RIDE ON MOWER AND MOTOR BIKE PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE

AARON 0429 300 151 - 79 TWEED ROAD BRIDGETOWN

Licensed Mechanic Mr1898

email: bridgetownsmallengines@outlook.com

30th year ...

Danny & Monica

DR & ML Contractors

0429 611 029

Bitumen Driveways, Shed Pads
Excavator & Bobcat Site Clean-ups
Sand and Gravel Supply, Garden Kerbing

MOBILITY SUPPLIES

SALES & HIRE

® WHEEL CHAIRS

® WALKERS

® CRUTCHES

® WALKING CANES
and much more

® MOBILE FOLDING COMMODES

ANGELO LOGIUDICE P 9731 1059
88 South Western Highway, Donnybrook

Agents for
WATTYL
paints &
accessories,
Reticulation
& Design
Electrical
Fittings & Lighting,
Tiles & accessories

Craig & Nadine Pitts
46b Rose Street, Bridgetown

Phone: 9761 4422
btnpaint@bigpond.net.au

Service & Repairs
to All Vehicles
Penrite Oil Stockist
Geoff Larkworthy
Tel: 08 9761 1226

101 Hampton St., Bridgetown

Bridgetown Boarding
Kennels & Cattery

Roomy accommodation

plus exercise yard.
BEST CARE
and ATTENTION GIVEN

.

Convenient location - 8.5kms
North of Bridgetown
South West Highway

BLACKWOOD VALLEY
PET GROOMING SERVICE

Established 1996
for professional
Grooming,
Clipping,

Hydro Bathing
Flea rinsing ey
& Nail Trimming ,1‘-'
for all breeds
of Dogs & Cats
STACEY APPLINg

TEL: 97 611 751

Ph:9761 1404

ROGER MACHIN
LICENSED SURVEYOR

“The only Licensed Surveyor resident in this region”

p: 0498 644 015

a: Shop 5, 159 Hampton St Bridgetown 6255
w: www.bridgetownsurveying.com.au
e: roger@bridgetownsurveying.com.au
“Servicing the Lower South West
and Central Great Southern since 1978”

The Mailbag March 1st 2022 Page 11



A Strong Community Works
Together in Times of Need

Continued from page 8

Those who were at the control centre, and those at the
showgrounds meeting point, all played their part. I know there
were other supporting roles, but do not know them all. So many
came together for one cause.

Air support crews were working up there in the thick smoke,
and helping make containment lines. 425,000 litres of water
were dropped from the air during the fire. Air crews returned
over several days dropping their retardant on the edges of the
burning bush to help contain the fires as the weather heated up
again.

Then community members offered assistance. Landholders
with spare hay or silage offered what they had to fire victims
with livestock. Even the simple but welcomed and necessary
things like offering and bringing drinking water were all very
much appreciated. There were too many kind deeds to recount.
Rio Tinto has donated 500 export sized bales of north west hay
to Bridgetown.

Thanks to the volunteer organisers of BlazeAid
here, who acted quickly to set up a camp for further
volunteers to move in and be on hand to help with
boundary fencing removal and replacement. Many
of these volunteers are retirees who come with their
caravans to fire stricken areas to help.

The change of weather late on Saturday night
made a difference, with the north westerly wind dying
down and the cooler southern breezes coming in, it
certainly made the firies’ job easier, but it was not all
over. In Hester, at Timber Treaters Bridgetown, the
treated timber stock pile of Copper Chrome Arsenate
treated logs caught fire late in the afternoon, creating
a hazardous environment for residents and firefighters.

Sunday morning the town now safe, we woke to a
completely different and cooler day. It started to rain
that day, we got Smls of rain fall, it seemed like a lot
more, but it did little to dampen down the heat of the
still burning fires. The work goes on, three weeks have
gone by and there are still flare ups.

Show Talk

Hello Everyone.

With the way the Pandemic has impacted our lives it is hard to
get enthused about putting your heart and soul into organising a
large event. The day to day uncertainty still hovers over us. We
were so disappointed when 2020 resulted in many events being
restricted or cancelled including our Bridgetown Show. 2021
was the same for many events and fortunately our Show was
able to go ahead in November. 2022 should have been the year
to put the worst behind us, but sadly that has not been the case.
Every day another event is cancelled. For every one of those

CRANE TRUCK HIRE
BRIDGETOWN

14 Tonne Truck with Hiab
Will lift
4.5 Tonnes @ 4 mtrs

events there is a devastated committee of volunteers
who have spent untold hours of commitment and hard
work. David and Therese Higginson’s Downunder
Country would have been celebrating its 10 year this
month at the Showgrounds, but sadly for the third year
in a row, it is one of those events that has had to cancel
at the last minute.

For the first meeting of the year the Committee, due
to new Covid restrictions, met on the Junior Farmers
verandah. The evening was very pleasant and once the
business side of things was dealt with our discussion
led to the recent fire that impacted on our little piece
of paradise. Our thoughts go out to all those who were
impacted by the fire and acknowledgement to all those
who fought the blaze and gave support both during and
after, including those awesome Bombers. FESA set up
base camp at the Showgrounds with all facilities at their
disposal. A Blazeaid division has now set up their base
at the Showgrounds. Blazeaid is now a household name
around Australia for the wonderful support the give to
those affected by devastating circumstances. The Ag
Society is pleased to be able to support Blazeaid in
their efforts to help those affected in our community.

A reminder to dog owners that the grounds are
permanently closed to all dogs. To those vehicles seen
driving across the oval to dump their garden waste,
please, no more dumping at the grounds.

The next Meeting will be held on Wednesday
9th March 7.30pm in the Presidents Room at the
Showgrounds. If you wish to contact the Ag Society,
Jo Moore can be contacted on 0437 602 836 or email
info@bridgetownshow.com.au  or follow us on
Facebook ‘Bridgetown Agricultural Show’.

* Construction Equipment

* Over Size Farm Equipment
* Millable Logs

* Bulka Bags

* Plus Much More

Telephone Jim 0497 305 297

over 20 years experience
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The Bridgetown Club

Is looking for a bar person for the club.
Requirements are.
Working: Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Must have RSA Certificate,
and Reference
Contact Paul Murphy 0417 904 585




Bridgetown Repertory News
continued from page 4

“All the youth members are very keen to get the show
underway, lots of ideas are being bandied about, so it will
be a wonderful show.”

Riyana, Kaliee, Tess and Ivy took some time out from
rehearsing to speak about what they like about being in
the theatre group.

Riyana is happy to see the commencement of the BYT
theatre group. Riyana has had roles in previous produc-
tions at the repertory, she was in ‘Darling Buds of May’
and also had a role as a munchkin in “Wonderful Wizard
of Oz’. She has been participating in the drama classes at
her school and was a member of KAOS; she is eagerly
looking forward to being involved with BYT group. When
talking, she is naturally expressive with her hands and her
facial expressions.

Kaliee simply likes acting, the dressing up and the role
playing. This is also her first year with BYT but she has
been enjoying drama at school also. She has played roles
as the matriarch or a caring grandma or grandpa; she likes
those roles of wise, caring leadership.

For Tess, this is her second week in BYT. She also
had two years in the KAOS theatre group. She loves the
theatre for its lack of strict rules, or more ‘not sticking to
the rules’, she likes to ad 1ib as she goes along.

Last year she acted in a comedy play which she wrote.
In that play she played the role of an angry mum whose
naughty children had broken the family’s lap top. So
she took the computer to be repaired at ‘The Everything
Shop’ where the store owner was confusing items with old
world meaning and the modern world meaning. Confusing
an apple laptop with an eating apple on your lap. He
thought an I-pad was a patch you put on your eye. With

the enthusiasm and laughter she displayed whilst talking 5

about the play it was obviously a play that was a lot of fun
and very funny.

For Ivy, this is her first year at BYT. She joined the
drama classes at school and she was also in the KAOS
theatre group, for the reason that her friends had joined
and she didn’t want to miss out, but once she experienced
having the freedom of being someone else whilst playing
a role, she was hooked, hooked into the whole gig of
dressing up and acting. Ivy also had a role as a munchkin
in the Wonderful Wizard of Oz. One scene she excelled
in whilst in KAOS was from Shakespeare’s play ‘Romeo
and Juliet’. Only the Balcony scene was performed by the
drama group, Ivy played the role of Juliet. She was happy
to perform the famous Balcony scene where she got to say,
‘O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou Romeo? Ivy loved
the plot, the language, the verse and the prose, and she
loved the role of Juliet.

Top Marks

| Hales' & Bervices
@ Desktop, Laptop & Tablet Sales
Q Onsite Repairs
ﬁ Virus & Malware Removal
[E Remote Support
@ Activ8me Local Agent
@ Wireless & Networking

Technology
Problems¥?

"l
5488

mark.marsh@topmarksit.com.au

www.topmarksit.com.au

Upgrades & Special Builds
Software & Hardware Sales

For all Tree Removal and
Tree Care Services
Including:
* Hazardous Tree removal
* Climbing & Confined Space Rigging
* Fruit tree pruning and Training
* Plantation pruning
* Chain Saw Milling & Consultations
Fully insured
Atul Tel: 0459 689 518
Josh Tel: 0458 774 941
facebook @parkschainsaw

Parks Chainsaw
& Tree Services

Atul Parks & Josh Allan e: parkschainsaw@gmail.com

30th year...

TIMBER & HARDWARE

Souwest Glass

Service
24 Hour Emergency Repairs

Glass Repairs
Shower Screens
Timber Glazing

2nd Hand Wlndows

Lead Lights
Mirrors

Safety Glass

Fly Screens

Steve Hawklns
Glazier - Glass and LeadLights
Phone: 9764 3663

Moblle 0428 953 753

com.au
W www.souwestglass.com.au

BRIDGETOWN
TIMBER SALES

Bridgetown Timber Sales

Tel: 97 612 525
Lot 46 Rose St., Bridgetown
btstimb@bigpond.net.au

Allwood Stump Grinding
For all J;B:u:‘lsiﬁn; 7r5e1:12:ra1
Greenbushes & Southwest 4

Cakl" for a FREE
Quote today

Mlchael 0427 611 916

LICENSED HERBICIDE WEED
SPRAY CONTRACTOR

FIRE BREAKS
GENERAL WEEDS
CHIMNEY SWEEPING
GUTTER CLEANING

Call David on 0427 647 513

email: davidtuck@westnet.com.au

= PAMPAS GRASS
m BLACKBERRIES
= TREE LOPPING

Jim Double

Phone: 0417 963 007

Tuning « Repairs * Restoration

154 South Western Highway Donnybrook
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Bridgetown Golf Club

Hill the Bridgetown Golf Club facilities were burned down.
The Club House, the Caretaker’s Cottage attached to the
club house, and two sheds were all consumed in the blaze.

Alan Wilson, the club’s secretary, explains the

e
On Saturday 5% February when the fire hit the top of Hester % .

i

circumstances on that day, “It started out a very hot day, a golf &

day was planned and the match started at 8am finishing around
12 noon. Smoke was spotted to the north of the club house

around 12.30 and the players who were still around the club |

house were advised to leave.

“But no one foresaw what was to unfold, and there was
little idea as to how quickly the fire would consume the
buildings.

“When I was first told the Club House was burnt down, I
really didn’t believe it, but I was convinced when I saw photos
of the burning building posted on the net.

“The buildings and sheds were all insured, the sheds held
two mowers, chainsaws, blowers and a large assortment of
general gardening tools.

“The other shed contained the fire fighting gear, all in all
what was lost can be rebuilt and replaced.

“The club house was a ‘treasured headquarters’, it was
there from the beginning, 1915. It held the honour boards,
photographs and memorabilia through its 107 years of local
golfing history. It was a building which held a lot of special
functions over time. With the building history on display,
members and visitors would recognise names on boards and
the faces of those in photographs of members from long ago,
it was always a talking point.

“The Club House was continually being improved upon
with its more than a hundred year of use; we had recently
installed a much-appreciated air conditioning system. The bar
fridges were also recently refurbished. Improvements always
came after much debate, what always slows the improvements
down is having to find the money to pay for the development.

WATSON
SERVICES
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Will Stock, Steve Heron, Peter Davis, Stan Holroyd and Mike George
attending a busy bee day to water the greens

“The Club currently has around sixty members, for
now the club has suspended the playing of golf, but the
resilience of the club has shown through and plans are
underway to hold a 2022 season around April.

“Talison have offered to supply us with a couple of
converted containers. One is a mixed toilet block and
the other is an office building which we can use for
administration. So, we keep the scores of those playing
golf through the year.”

Insurance companies have been contacted and the
assessments are underway, sheds, tools, and equipment
are easy to replace, the club house and caretaker’s
residence will take a while to replace.

Busy bees are being organized by club members,
using tools from their homes, to clean the course and
remove any hazards the fire may have produced so they
can resume playing.

A ’GoFundMe’ page has been established by the
Bridgetown Golf Club to raise funds for those items not
fully covered by their insurance, the mowers and some
equipment which was too old to get replacement value
back from the insurance.

The Members of the Bridgetown Golf Club would
like to thank all those involved in fighting the fire that
weekend, it could have been a lot worse for the town
without their response. Bridgetown became a priority;
Fire fighting appliances and ambulances came from all
the near-by towns with the water bomber aircraft diverted
to save Bridgetown. The quick and overwhelming
response of the emergency services saved the town.

Bruce Pendlebury the golf club President would also
like to acknowledge the great support the Bridgetown Golf
has been receiving. “Initially we have had the lend of a
mower from the Manjimp Golf Club and another from
Adam Davy which has enable us to maintain the greens.

“The Fremantle Public Golf Course has donated us a
mower and we are also now in negotiations with buying
a mower.

“The Bush Fire Volunteer Support Group have given
us the lend of a 12,000 litre water truck so we can water
the greens. Club volunteers tow a trailer around with a
water tank to water those greens the truck cannot reach.

Busselton Golfing Vets held a raffle raising $490. The
Bridgetown CWA have donated $500. The Bridgetown
Newsagency have run a raffle for us raising $305.

The Margaret River Golfing Club have also donated
a sum of money on our ‘GoFundMe’ page which at the
time of printing, stands at $11,000.

WA Golf and the Veteran Golfing Association are
both in the process of raising money for the club.

We thank all those who have given us their support.
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BlazeAid at the Showgrounds

Continued from back page

“The natural disaster affected Shire usually approaches
BlazeAid with a register of farmers and landowners who
have lost fencing and need help. The BlazeAid coordinator
takes over the task from there.

“Farmers are a self-reliant lot and can be reluctant to
accept help, I’ll sometimes hear, ‘T’ll be right, but so and so
down the road can do with some help. They come around and
accept a little help when they see how quickly and skillfully
the fencing can be replaced on a neigbouring property.

“Fencing and its insurance is one of expenses which is
first to be pruned when things get tight, so most farmers
welcome our help.

“Usually, the farmer or landowners supply the posts, gates
and fencing wire and the BlazeAid volunteers do the rest.

“There is also an account set up at Richfeeds in town,
you may contribute any amount you can afford with the
monies going to BlazeAid to cover fencing costs.

“Anyone can be a BlazeAid volunteer, there literally is
a job for every willing worker.

“BlazeAid crews are made up of four to five people who
are always accompanied by someone who knows the ‘ins and
outs’ of fencing and who is trained on the fencing equipment.

“Locals are welcome and may volunteer on a daily
basis, or for a week. The jobs vary from fencing, cleaning,
administration and preparing lunches.

Some of the jobs require little training, like wire
twitching, applying wire ties or the rolling up the old
fencing wire.

“Meals are provided for the volunteers, Breakfast, a cut
lunch and a two-course evening meal. All those who work
for BlazeAid are covered by its insurance.

If you would like to volunteer and would like some
more information you can call Judy on 0427 614 546.

Bridgetown Club’s 75th Year

Continued from front cover

“Other members are thinking of new ideas to keep
the club an interesting place to be. Mahjong is played on
the second Tuesday of each month, Bolivia card game is
played every Wednesday with tables of six. We are hoping
to get a pool competition happening again between the
various venues going in town.

“The snooker table has its regular players. Eddie
Charlton, a wonderful Australian and the world champion
snooker and billiard player, help set up our table and played
a demonstration game in the 1970s.

“In my time with the club I have certainly seen changes.
One change which had a huge impact was the drink
driving laws. These laws have certainly moderated the
drinking habits of the members and for a while reduced
the membership.

“It stopped being a men’s club in the ‘70s, and has since
benefited from the mixed company.

“Darts, Pool and Snooker were always a major draw
card back then, the club ran several competitive teams with
each game running male and female teams.

“The committee is now considering expanding the
club premises. As the membership grows, we need more
space and there is also a need for a larger function area.
The building is shire heritage listed, but we are considering
extending out the side keeping the front fagade the same.

The bar staff work six days a week with member
volunteers working the bar on Saturdays.

The club is a member’s only club, the joining fee is
$100 a year. The club is a social club, if you are new to
town, it’s a pleasant place to meet people.

“So you may come down and be signed in by a member for
a night visit and see what the club has to offer.”

30th year ....

W FF™ HOWARD I. EVANS
X STER & SOLICITO

NOTARY PUBLIC

107 Hampton Street Bridgetown
Serving the Lower South West for 35 years

A wide range of services is offered including
Settlements, Wills, Estates and General Legal advice
Home and / or Hospital visits can be arranged
when the need is there.

Bridgetown Office is open 9 - 5 Monday to Thursday
For any enquiries please ring 9761 1619 (Fax: 9761 1922)

PRINTING SERVICE

% Business Cards
% Invoice Books

Qll Shop

% Fliers
% Brochures
All Aspects of General & ¥ Envelopes
Commercial Printing % Direct Mail

125 Hampton Street, Bridgetown ~Telephone: 9761 1717
mailbag@bigpond.net.au | mailbag@thequalityshop.com.au

ABKS REFRIGERATION
&S & AIR CONDITIONING PTY LTD

For all your Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Needs

Call Benn Scott

Mobile: 0407 389 858
Phone: 08 9761 4324 Fax: 08 9761 4098

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Domestic | Commercial | Evaporative
Repairs, Service and Installation

Nick Cole
0417 938 151

Bridgetown WA
ABN 96 909 172 153

P42R Electrical

Richard Avard
Electrician
Domestic

and Commercial

AU 51553

Dardanup to Bridgetown
Mobile: 0419 046 225
Home: 9764 3090

e: avards@iinet.net.au
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Ray Murphy Bronwyn Whiteford
DAz S MATNS Adv Dip WHM MATMS
NEHITEEE Herbalist
e Dorn Spinal Therapy ® Herbs & Healing
®Dry Needling for Women

® Herbal Blends
® WA flower Essences
Call 0487 193 815

® Hair Analysis
Call 0420 939 838

Bridgetown Agricultural Society has made the

Showgrounds and its amenities available for the BlazeAid |
volunteers with the invitation “There is plenty of space for you *

to bring your own caravan, motorhome, swag or tent. Toilets
and hot showers are on site.” The welcome is there because a
lot of the BlazeAid helpers are travelling grey nomads who are
willing workers.

BlazeAid is a volunteer-based organisation that works with
families and individuals in rural Australia after natural
disasters such as fires and floods. The volunteers help to

rebuild fences and other structures that have been damaged or

destroyed.

Ed and Judy Bland are on the BlazeAid board and are the
coordinators for BlazeAid in Western Australia.

This is Ed and Judy's tenth camp with BlazeAid and this
year they are coordinating four camps in the West.

Camps at Bruce Rock and Bridgetown are underway with
two further camps being organized, one for Denmark and
another for Narrogin.

Judy spoke about the work BlazeAid was carrying out in
Bridgetown, “The camp opened up on the 20" February and we
have at this time twelve volunteers at the showgrounds, there
are more on the way, but we will limit the camp to thirty
volunteers.

“The damage to fencing from the fire in Bridgetown has
been estimated at somewhere between 50 and 70 kms of
fencing that needs to be replaced.

16 Rose Street

(WESTSIDE)

Phone Jim
0429 612 662
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
== W
Valvoline.

Approved to Service
New Cars Under Warranty
Battery and Windscreen replacement

Stewart Gillam Ed Bland and Judy BId

“At the moment we have seven 'combat’ trailers. Each one
is full of the gear which is required for putting up fencing. The
trailers are equipped with post hole diggers, chain saws, post
drivers as well all the assorted tools like shovels, rakes and
fencing tools. There is another ten on the way to the West for
the other camps.

“Fencing is a priority, with stock control issues. It is also
the job when tackled by a lot of hands can make a big
difference in small amount oftime. Continued Page 15

Are you moving soon

Call Us at South West Removals and Storage
Local and family owned

Weekly Perth deliveries, all South West areas and North West.
Everything wrapped in woolen blankets, whether we're going 400m or 400 kms.

9725 4766

South West Removals & Storage
“on Time, on Budget, every time
You'll see our trucks passing through
www.swremovals.com.au
email: sales@swremovals.com.au

Short or long term storage,
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